
Hello Friends, 

 

It’s not just you. Studies in the late 1970s showed that girls, much more than boys, 
blame themselves for failures or disappointments. You got a B? You must not have 
studied enough, or be smart enough. The cute boy you had your eye on started 
dating someone else? You weren’t pretty enough. Your friend didn’t call? You 
must have said something wrong. 
 
You may remember that those same studies, some funded by AAUW, reported 
that boys tended to blame outside causes for their shortcomings. The teacher was 
bad, the girl was uppity, that subject is dumb anyway.  
 
Of course studies only show trends, and don’t account for individual experiences. 
Perhaps you were as confident as the boys you attended school with. Perhaps you 
shrugged off coming up short casually. Good for you, or perhaps more accurately, 
good for your parents, but most of us assumed blame for disappointments as a 
default setting. And many of us still limit ourselves because of that burden. 
 
Which brings me to how much I’m looking forward to having a president elect as 
of July 1. I’ve mentored new teachers, but never new leaders, and I think it would 
be exciting to share what I have figured out, look at future possibilities, and work 
towards that person taking over and me taking a seat so I can applaud. Here’s a 
secret: most of what happens here in AAUW Appleton isn’t due to the president, 
it’s all those dedicated leaders of our many moving parts. Presidents are cheer-
leaders, maybe marketers, but mostly they keep an eye on everything that every-
one else is busy accomplishing. And then celebrate their successes. 
 
You may be thinking that you could never do it. You could. You’d have a year to 
learn. To figure out your own take on leadership. You might want a co-president; 
we can do that. You might want help from most everyone; we do that. Believe me, 
in our branch, everywhere you turn there’s someone who is ready to help.  
 
Chris Taylor is our nominating chair, and she takes phone calls and emails, and so 
do I. Please consider offering your time and talent for any of the elected positions. 
I can say I’ve gotten more than I’ve given. We have a healthy branch, but we al-
ways need new leaders to maintain that. 
You could do it. You’re good enough. And we need you! 
 
Waiting for your call,    Faye Binsfeld, President    
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AAUW Appleton Program News 

Love, Family, Freedom  
Monday, February 10 
 

This presentation will provide an overview of LGBTQ+ families and the current 
environment in which we’re living. 
 
Kim Simes is the Executive Vice President of External Affairs for Family Equality, a national 
non-profit organization that exists to create a world where everyone can experience un-
conditional love, safety and belonging of family. They are outspoken change makers, cre-
ating an equitable LGBTQ+ family narrative, through advocacy, community, and educa-
tion.  Kim and her wife Robin live in Wisconsin where they have two children. 
 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10TH VIA ZOOM AT 6:3OPM, BUSINESS MEETNG TO FOLLOW 
ZOOM LINK WILL BE SENT VIA EMAIL ON SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9TH. 
The meeting will be opened before 6:30 pm and members should plan to join the meeting 
sometime between 6:20 and 6:25 to be admitted to the waiting room. As a courtesy to our 
speaker and  branch members, be on time. If you are late joining, turn off your computer 
sound until you are in the meeting and ready to listen. 

Get out those new 2025 calendars and update our Program dates for the remainder of this 
program year. 
 
March 18 Junior Achievement Center/11 TriPark Way Appleton  
 “Inspire Inclusion”   International Women’s Day 6:00 Tour, 6:30 presentation 
   

April 12 Gibson Music Hall/211 W. College   
 Do You Know Your M.O.M.? ( Mile of Music) 10:00 panel, branch meeting 
 optional lunch downtown 

 
May 20 First United Methodist/325 E. Franklin  
 End of Year Celebration 6:30 Scholarship recognition and branch meeting  

 
As always , read your newsletter for minor changes  and gathering times. 

The program committee is looking for two  people to coordinate very simple refreshments 
for our meeting March 18th.  I have the plates, cups, napkins. Would you supply a cold 
beverage and maybe a cookie or a trail mix concoction?    Reach out to: heeniei@aol.com 

mailto:heeniei@aol.com


 

Membership Renewal Notice: 
There are a number of members who are due to renew at the end of January.  You may 
have gotten a notice from National over the holidays.  We encourage you to renew online 
at the AAUW Community Hub (AAUW.org).  Click log in and go to your Personal Snapshot, 
scroll down and select Renew. Payment is with your credit card.  The renewal amount of 
$100 includes National ($72), State-WI (13), and Branch -Appleton ($15).  If you prefer not 
to renew online, you can send a check for $100 made out to AAUW-Appleton to Jackie 
Booher, W4897 Golf Course Rd., Sherwood, WI 54169.  The full amount of national mem-
bership dues is now tax deductible. 
 
We had 24 guests at our holiday brunch which was wonderful. Do you think any of these 
friends would be interested in learning more about AAUW?  Please let me know of a 
friend that may be interested and I will deliver a prospective folder to them.  Remember 
word of mouth about our organization is how we get new members! 
 
Stay warm. 
Jayne Heinrich, VP Membership & Kathy O’Connor, Assistant VP Membership 

AAUW Appleton Membership News 

Nominee: Assistant Vice-President—Membership: Sally Lindow 

 Growing up, AAUW was fondly spoken of by my mother. She was a 
long time member of a branch in Sheboygan and was involved in various 
activities, but enjoyed mostly the book clubs and the friendships. When we 
moved to the Fox Cities in late 2020, and found myself needing to meet 
amazing women, AAUW came to mind. The Appleton branch, being active 
and large, and knowing the time was right, I joined in Sept. of 2022. I've 
enjoyed dipping my foot in many activities ~ Travel Group, Mahjongg (need 
to work on this fun one!), Tech Days, Book Sorting, Ethnic & Elegant, Art 
classes, and book club. Quite fulfilling to say the least. Kathy O'Connor and 
I met as new members, and it will be my pleasure to join as her Assistant 
VP of Membership in this coming year. 
 As a retired teacher, I taught in California for 10 years before mov-
ing to Wis. We relocated to Ashwaubenon where we raised our 3 daugh-
ters- An engineer, a Business Analyst and an illustrator. They continue to 
make me a proud mom! I am a P.E.O., volunteer at Habitat for Humanity, 
have driven Meals on Wheels and volunteer at Evergreen Retirement Com-
munity. In the past, it was book clubs with my girls, Girl Scout leader, 4H, 
and many sports to coach. I enjoy reading, cooking, being with family and 
planning for travels. We have a summer cottage in Egg Harbor where you 
will find me most weekends in the warm weather. 
   I look forward to working with the Membership team of our 
Branch. Thank you for letting me serve.     ~Sally Lindow 



The 2025 AAUW Annual Art Contest is NOW OPEN! This is your opportunity to showcase 
your artistic talents and have your work featured in our annual notecard collection, distrib-
uted to members nationwide.  
  
How the Art Contest Works: AAUW members can submit up to two entries featuring 
their photography or a digital photo of their painting, drawing, sculpture, collage or oth-
er form of art through our AAUW Art Contest page. Sign-up is easy and only requires 
your email address or AAUW member ID! Entries are open now through January 31, 
2025.   

https://click.everyaction.com/k/100558302/523159887/-1922194452?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNS8xLzc2OTU1IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjlkODk4MGExLTA3ZDUtZWYxMS04OGQwLTAwMjI0ODJhOWQ5MiIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAiZmJpbn


 MISSION & ACTION: 
 

WISCONSIN SUPREME COURT ELECTION: ETHICS AND MONEY 
Join the League of Women Voters of Wisconsin for a virtual webinar at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, Jan-

uary 28 The program "Wisconsin Supreme Court Election:  Ethics and Money," will provide voters with 
all the information they need for the next Wisconsin Supreme Court Election this spring.  

Speakers include: Jay Heck from Common Cause; former Supreme Court Justice Janine Geske; 
Attorney Doug Keith from the Brennan Center; and Attorney Rob Yablon from the State Democra-
cy Research Initiative.  
Link to Register: https://my.lwv.org/wisconsin/event/wisconsin-supreme-court-election%C2%A0-
ethics-and-money 

 
What: AAUW National Inclusion & Equity Committee Webinar  

Topic: Table Talks: Tips for Bold Conversation  
When: Wednesday, January 29, at 6:00 pm Central Time 
 
This session will offer practical tips and insights on navigating tough conversa-
tions, finding common ground, and building stronger community connections.  
Sign up here.  

  
Make Your Voice Heard  

As an AAUW member, your voice counts. Click below to submit your feedback by 
January 29 on:    
Proposed dues changes  
Proposed changes to the AAUW national bylaws  
Proposed changes to the Public Policy Priorities  

 
Write to Your Senators  

AAUW opposes Linda McMahon's nomination for Secretary of Education. We are 
deeply concerned about her views on public education, students' civil rights, and the 
purpose of higher education. We urge you to make your voice heard — write to your 
senators now. *** 

 
Join us for AAUW's Winter Member Gathering!   

Hear from our dynamic speakers, including AAUW Board of Directors Chair 
Cheryl Sorokin and CEO Gloria L. Blackwell, as they share key updates and cele-
brate the incredible contributions of our donors, members, and branches. We look 
forward to seeing you on February 5 at 4 pm ET. Register here.  
  
Need help with registration? Contact us at connect@aauw.org.  
 
***Double check that the correct senators are listed. If you have incorrect senators, 
contact Judy Goodnight and she can walk you through the procedure to get the cor-
rect  information to show up. 

https://my.lwv.org/wisconsin/event/wisconsin-supreme-court-election%C2%A0-ethics-and-money
https://my.lwv.org/wisconsin/event/wisconsin-supreme-court-election%C2%A0-ethics-and-money
https://click.everyaction.com/k/100902323/524290331/1085947863?id=a0lQr0000016Tl7IAE&nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNS8xLzc2OTU1IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjI3ZDRhOWE0LTc0ZGEtZWYxMS04OGY4LTAwMjI0ODJhOTU3OSIsDQogICJFbWFpb
https://click.everyaction.com/k/100854973/524129158/113667758?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNS8xLzc2OTU1IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjhhODAxZWFhLWI1ZDktZWYxMS04OGY4LTAwMjI0ODJhOTU3OSIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAianVkeUBn
https://click.everyaction.com/k/100854974/524129159/1197247566?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNS8xLzc2OTU1IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjhhODAxZWFhLWI1ZDktZWYxMS04OGY4LTAwMjI0ODJhOTU3OSIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAianVkeUB
https://click.everyaction.com/k/100854975/524129160/1827235324?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNS8xLzc2OTU1IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjhhODAxZWFhLWI1ZDktZWYxMS04OGY4LTAwMjI0ODJhOTU3OSIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAianVkeUB
https://click.everyaction.com/k/100854975/524129160/1827235324?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNS8xLzc2OTU1IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjhhODAxZWFhLWI1ZDktZWYxMS04OGY4LTAwMjI0ODJhOTU3OSIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAianVkeUB
https://click.everyaction.com/k/100854967/524129152/654435949?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNS8xLzc2OTU1IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjhhODAxZWFhLWI1ZDktZWYxMS04OGY4LTAwMjI0ODJhOTU3OSIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAianVkeUBn
https://click.everyaction.com/k/100854967/524129152/654435949?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNS8xLzc2OTU1IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjhhODAxZWFhLWI1ZDktZWYxMS04OGY4LTAwMjI0ODJhOTU3OSIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAianVkeUBn
https://click.everyaction.com/k/100854972/524129157/1085947863?id=a0lQr0000017WllIAE&nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNS8xLzc2OTU1IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjhhODAxZWFhLWI1ZDktZWYxMS04OGY4LTAwMjI0ODJhOTU3OSIsDQogICJFbWFpb
mailto:connect@aauw.org


AAUW Appleton Public Policy  

Our branch will be watching for updates and action alerts from both AAUW-WI and from 
National in the coming months. We will also continue our focus on Public Education. Please 
take a moment to look over these updates from your public policy committee.  

 
You received an email from Shannon Wolfe at AAUW National. There is an oppor-

tunity for you to give your feedback on proposed changes in Public Policy Priorities. 
Your voice is very important and will help National guide their actions for a member vote in 
spring. Recently you received an AAUW Action Network alert from Meghan Kissell. Be 
sure to make your voice heard with this EASY ACTION you can take. AAUW opposes Linda 
McMahon’s nomination for the next Secretary of the U.S. Department of Education. You 
can join AAUW in taking action to protect public education and students’ civil rights. 
McMahon has “no significant background in education, school administration, or civil rights 
protections.” She “supports using public funds for private schools.” She “supports the elim-
ination of robust Title IX protections.” 
 

Be watching for information about important elections! There will be a Spring Primary 
on February 18th and a General Spring Election on April 1. Our State Supreme Court 

will elect a new justice (a non-partisan position) so AAUW will be paying close attention to 
the issues endorsed by both candidates. 
 

Be sure to LIKE and FOLLOW Fox Cities Advocates for Public Education on Facebook. 
You can also check out the Wisconsin Public Education Network (WPEN) website for 

a wealth of information on issues relating to public education. Being informed and having 
the facts when discussing these topics with our friends and families can make a difference.  
 

The next time our AAUW-Appleton Public Policy Committee meets, we will discuss 
the possibility of reviving the Equal Pay Day activity that our branch members did in 

the past and/or initiating a new action. Although we are waiting for National to announce 
all the 2025 Equal Pay Days which are published and “used to raise awareness around and 
combat pay inequities”, the All Women’s Equal Pay Day is March 25. In the past, we handed 
out Pay Day candy bars at an area college with information about all the significant dates 
(including Black Women’s EPD, Asian American EPD, Latina EPD, Native Women’s EPD and 
others.)                   
 
Stay tuned. Stay active. Stay warm! 
Becky O’Connor, Public Policy Chair 
Committee Members: Judy Goodnight, Marian Moberg, Jacqui Klimaszewski, Pauline Wer-
ner, Stephanie Malaney, Vicki Johnson, Patti Clark-Stojke 



 

PUBLIC EDUCATION  UPDATE—Carol Lenz 

Feb 18 - Nonpartisan Primary Election 
Because there are three candidates running for Superintendent of Public Instruction there will be a primary 
election.  Learn about the candidates HERE so you can make an informed choice.  Some local municipality 
and school board elections may also require a primary.  The general election is on April 1.  FYI - If you prefer 
to vote by mail, you should request an absentee ballot NOW at myvote.wi.gov. Your request must be re-
newed annually. 

 
February 18  - Budget Address 
Governor Evers will introduce his budget during the Biennial Budget  Address on February 19 at 7 p.m. The 
Governor’s budget is based on department requests and input from the listening sessions that were held in 
December.  Included is a proposal to allow Wisconsinites to enact statutory and constitutional changes 
through a majority vote at the ballot box and without the Legislature’s approval. Twenty six states already 
allow citizen ballot initiatives.   Read the details HERE. 

 
February 24-28 - Public School Week 
Actions you can take to celebrate Public School Week: 
Show appreciation to teachers and staff. 
Support school activities and events. 
Volunteer in your favorite public school. 
Share student success stories. 
Highlight the importance of Public Education - especially to your elective representatives.  
Remember, everybody likes treats 

 
Decoupling?? 
There is a push to decouple the voucher tax from the school property tax.  Although property taxes 
would decrease, the cost of private school funding will be hidden elsewhere.  Voucher costs would 
come out of General Purpose Revenue first and whatever is left goes to other programs.  Decoupling 
decreases transparency and accountability which is the exact opposite of what is needed when public 
money is being spent.  And, it does nothing to increase public school funding. 

https://wisconsinexaminer.com/2025/01/07/two-candidates-officially-challenge-state-schools-superintendent-jill-underly/
https://myvote.wi.gov/en-us/
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WIGOV/bulletins/3ca94be


 
 
Are you looking for a way to “spice up” your life? 
  
     Do you feel as though you are stuck in a rut? 
 
            Would you like to shake it up a bit?        
 

    WELL:  I've got the answer for you!   Our wonderful branch is in need of members to 
take on officer commitments for these great July 2025-July 2027 Board positions: 
       
 V.P. for Programming (the first year is a “shadowing year as Assistant) 
  This position gets input from branch members and sets up speakers or presenta-
tions for 8 of our 10 Branch meetings from September to May.  The December meeting 
is handled by other chair people, and the May meeting does not require a speaker as it 
is a celebration for our Scholarship winners.  The V.P. Is also responsible for finding lo-
cations for the meetings. 
 
 Recording Secretary  for Executive Board and Branch business meetings 
   The Board meets 6 evenings between August and June for about 2 hours each. 
We have 10 Branch meetings, as listed in our Directory.  Board minutes are forwarded 
to the Branch President, and Branch minutes are forwarded to the President and the 
newsletter editor.  This position could be shared by 2 members who could divide  
responsibilities as suits their needs. 
 
 President-Elect (1 shadowing year, followed by 2 years as President; 2025-2028) 
  A very rewarding experience in keeping the Branch focused on its mission and 
 strategic plan, with the help of the 6 other Executive Board members and the Chairs of 
the Standing Committees, not to mention the wonderfully helpful general membership 
we have here in the Appleton Branch.  There is also very helpful support offered by the 
State Board President on a regular basis, not to mention the past branch presidents. 
 
 

Kinda curious?  Wanna talk about it?    
Contact Chris Taylor, Nominations Chair w/ any questions you might have.  
920-636-8153 



STEM NEWS 

 
If you attended the November Branch Meeting, you had the opportunity to hear Kristine Kolb from Jun-

ior Achievement give an overview of their organization and the volunteer opportunities available.  Our 

March Branch meeting will be held at the JA Center and will include a short tour.  I hope you will be 

able to attend and see for yourself what a great organization JA is. 

 

JA Volunteer Opportunities for AAUW  
1. Traditional Classroom Volunteer Program Overview  

Volunteers are partnered with a teacher and grade their choice to deliver five 30/45-minute lessons. 

The schedule is flexible, spanning 5, 4, 3 weeks, etc., to suit both the volunteer and teacher. These JA 

Programs are conducted in the fall or spring semester, as per the teacher's request. The teacher re-

mains present to aid in classroom management. Our JA program kits include all necessary materials and 

a user-friendly guide with engaging activities. Volunteers receive an in-person or virtual training session 

to prepare for their specific JA program.  

Here are some of the school districts who need volunteers …  

Neenah, Menasha, Oshkosh, Fond du lac, Appleton, Kimberly, Kaukauna, Little Chute, and Free-

dom.    

Volunteer opportunities include grades K-8th and some High Schools.   

2. Volunteer Opportunities for our Experiential Learning Center at the Junior Achievement offices 

in Appleton.   

JA BizTown combines teacher-led in-class learning with a day-long visit to our simulated town.   

For Fourth/Fifth grade students   

The volunteer commitment for this program is one day approximately 8:30 am - 2:00 pm  

Allows elementary school students to operate banks, work in businesses, manage restaurants, write 

checks, and vote for mayor. Students can connect the dots between what they learn in school 

and the real world.  

 

JA Finance Park is for personal financial planning and career exploration. This program, comprising a 

curriculum and a simulation, helps students build a foundation on which they can make intelligent fi-

nancial decisions that last a lifetime. • For Sixth, seventh and eighth graders.  

 The volunteer commitment for this program is one day approximately 8:30 am - 1:30 pm. 

 

Let me know if you are interested in volunteering! 

 

Linda Buck, STEM Coordinator  



Corrections & Updates to the Branch Directory as of 1/26/2025: 
 
New Email Addresses: 
Rachel Edwards: r.edwards8997@gmail.com 
Barb Fleming: bafleming1@gmail.com 
 
Change of address & phone:  
Karen Gosse 
955 E. John St. Apt #134 
Appleton 54911 
920-915-6385 
 

Articles for the March newsletter are due 
February 15th. 

Send articles to Judy Goodnight  
at judy@gwd.org. 

AAUW Reads!   
February 2025 
Mark your calendars! We will be reading Part 4 of Caste (93 pages) for the 
month of February. If you were unable to attend an earlier discussion, just 
pick up the book and catch up to where we are and join one of the conversa-
tions! We had 26 participants in January taking part in this book study. We 
were enlightened, challenged, and grateful for the opportunity to learn to-
gether. Here are the options: 
Monday, February 17 at 1:00 at Joan Moeschberger’s home. (RSVP to  
bandboc@gmail.com or joanemoe@gmail.com ) 
Tuesday, February 25 at 6:30 on ZOOM (RSVP to Judy Goodnight by Febru-

ary 23rd at judy@gwd.org) 

Becky and Judy 

COMMUNICATIONS UPDATES 

Yes, you can do art classes by Zoom as seen by 
these smiling artists showing off their January 
creations! 
 
The next art class offered by Chris Scott will 
take place on March 25th, a change from the 
previously announced date. Watch the next 
newsletter for more details. 

mailto:judy@gwd.org
mailto:bandboc@gmail.com
mailto:joanemoe@gmail.com
mailto:judy@gwd.org


SECOND CHOICE BOOKS 
Our February book is The Invisible Life of Addie LaRue  

by V. E. Schwab. 
We’ll meet on February 5th at 1:00 pm. 

 RSVP to Judy Goodnight at judy@gwd.org 
or  920.729.9553 

by February 1st to get the location.  
RSVPs are a must when we meet at restaurants! 

 
Second Choice Books is open to all members of the branch.  

Questions? Contact  Judy Goodnight at judy@gwd.org. 

AFTERNOON LITERATURE 
 

Our February book is Tom Lake by Ann Patchett. 
 

Be sure to RSVP to your February hosts: 
Wednesday, 2/19: Nancy Samson 
Thursday, 2/20: Cheryl Reissmann 

Check your directory for contact information. 
Discussion Leaders are Sylvia Bull & Vicki Johnson. 

  
If you’re not currently a member of the group and wish to join, contact Judy 

Goodnight at judy@gwd.org  or  920.729.9553. 

EVENING LITERATURE BOOK GROUP 
 

We will still be on winter break through February of 2025, resuming 
again on March 13, 2025. 
 
Planning ahead, our March book is All the Frequent Troubles of our 
Days, by Rebecca Donner.  
Discussion leader is Jessica Hess Larsen, our host will be Sylvia Bull. 
Bundle up and stay warm! 
 
All members are welcome to join us. 

mailto:judy@gwd.org
mailto:judy@gwd.org
mailto:judy@gwd.org


AAUW Appleton Branch Meeting Minutes 
January 15, 2025   7:20PM 
ZOOM 43 members present 
 
President Faye Binsfeld called the meeting to order at 7:20 PM. 
The meeting was preceded by a presentation by George Penn on the topic Big Money: Is It Taking Over 
Politics? 
 
The Minutes from the December 7, 2024 Branch Meeting were accepted. 
 
Finance: Jackie Booher 
The financial report will be in the newsletter. 
 
Program: Faye Binsfeld for Helene Iverson 
The February 10, 2025 meeting will be via ZOOM. 
Check the newsletter for future dates, times, and places. 
 
Membership: Jayne Heinrich 
Sally Lindow has agreed to serve as Asst VP for Membership. 
An evening meeting is being planned for new members to get together. 
 
Scholarships: Mary Grace 
Three scholarships for $1,200 each will be given to students at FVTC. 
Scholarship applications are being accepted until April 15th. 
Spread the word about scholarships especially on social media. 
 
Public Policy: Marion Moberg 
Look for updates and actions from State and National AAUW. 
There is an opportunity for input on public policy from National. 
Watch for information about upcoming elections. 
 
Nominating: Chris Taylor 
We still need nominations for Asst VP Program, Secretary, and President Elect. 
 
President’s Updates: Faye Binsfeld 
*Interest groups - the ZOOM art class has been changed to March 25. 
*National Survey - sent out via email this month and includes possible changes to dues, bylaws, and 
Public Policy Priorities. Members are urged to complete it. 
*State Convention - April 25-25, 2025 in LaCrosse area. Look for information in the newsletter. 
* If any member has difficulty paying dues, there is a fund to assist. 
 
The meeting was adjourned. 
 
Shirley Collins, Secretary 

SCHOLARSHIPS 2025 
 

As a result of a very successful book sale we will be able to award several scholarships. 
Women who will be a Junior or Senior in college or attending graduate school and who graduated from 
a Fox Valley area high school or lived in the area 10 plus years are eligible to apply.  Applications and re-
quirements can be found on our AAUW Appleton branch webpage.  You can also request a paper appli-
cation from May Grace.  The deadline is April 15. 
Help us spread the word to all eligible candidates.  Also, when the branch posts  an announcement 
about our scholarships on Facebook, please share.   If you have any questions or would like more infor-
mation, contact Mary Grace.  Her contact info is in your yearbook. 



 
  

 



 

 
Badly 

by Lynn Ungar 
 

Anything worth doing 
is worth doing badly. 

No one ever did something well 
without doing it poorly first. 
But if we’re going to get real, 

the chances of your ever getting 
really good are slim at best. 

The Olympics and the pro leagues 
fled with the end of your puberty. 

Maybe the Nobel or Pulitzer 
is out there waiting, but 

I wouldn’t hold my breath. 
Even on our best days 

most of us are merely competent, 
and much of the time 
adequate is a stretch. 

Appearances aside, this might be 
one of the happiest things I know. 

I hearty absolve you 
of the need to be better 
than anyone else. Poof. 

It is possible to suck at things 
with great love. Grab your uke 

and I’ll get my mandolin. 
Meet me on the porch. 

We’ll play together, under tempo 
and ever so slightly out of tune. 

 
 



The Apple Branch is a publication of the Appleton, Wisconsin Branch of AAUW, the American Associa-
tion of University Women. 
Branch President:  Membership VP:  Newsletter Editor: 
Faye Binsfeld     Jayne Heinrich   Judy Goodnight 
binsfeldfaye@gmail.com   plainjayne37@gmail.com judy@gwd.org 
920-268-8246   920-246-8569   920-729-9553 

AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership. There shall be no barriers to full partici-
pation in this organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation, na-
tional origin, disability, or class. 
AAUW empowers all women and girls to reach their highest potential. 
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