
The Apple Branch 
American Association of University Women 

Appleton, Wisconsin 
Volume 37 Number 6  February 2023 

    Hi everyone!  I hope you “have the heart” for what follows!! 
                                                                        

 
                  I would guess that most of us have packed away the holiday decorations, 
consumed the last of the sweets that tempted us for weeks, and have already for-
gotten our New Year's resolutions.  And now we are left wondering how in the world 
could we be approaching February already!   
          But “take heart” because, in AAUW, February is a great time of year to “get to the 
heart of the matter” and dig in, furthering the mission of our organization.  It struck me 
as I was preparing the agenda for the January Branch meeting, that our Appleton 
Branch is really an exceptionally dedicated group of women in that effort to further 
equity for women and girls.  We do not go about this “half-heartedly.” 
     Lest you haven't had the opportunity to notice how exceptional we are at “getting to 
the heart of the matter” of research, education, and advocacy, just look at the list be-
low: 

Jane Banning's program for the January 10th Branch meeting, on “Civil Dis-
course” was a wonderfully informative and educational lesson on how to 
handle difficult discussions with people who challenge our beliefs, priori-
ties, and stance on issues.  “Bless her heart!” Jane's wise words couldn't 
help but improve our attempts to advocate for gender equity. 

Our State Board Public Policy team invites all of us to attend a webinar on Janu-
ary 26, 6:30 pm to advise us on how to communicate with our legislators, 
as we approach the Spring Primary and Spring Election season.  What 
better way to research candidates and the issues “dear to the heart” of 
women everywhere. 

Our Social Justice Study Group researches, reads, and discusses topics of equity 
and fairness monthly.  These casual group meetings are a wonderfully 
thought-provoking and “heart-felt” opportunity to learn, share, and expand 
one's awareness.  Everyone is invited.  Consider joining the conversation 
January 24th, whether you've read the material ahead of time or not. 

Our AAUW Reads project has been a meaningful way for many of us to share 
great books that reflect the values of AAUW.  The discussions that follow 
are always a pleasure to attend.  Even if the book does not “warm your 
heart”, the discussion certainly will. 

And, finally, the Tech Savvy leadership team has really “put their heart into” 
planning what is sure to be a tremendous workshop for 6th-9th grade girls 
on March 11th.  Do not miss the pleasure of volunteering that day.  Your 
“heart will skip a beat” as you witness the STEM excitement our branch 
provides area girls. 

Looking forward to sharing these great opportunities with many of  you.   
        And, I say that “from the bottom of my heart.” 

Chris Taylor 
President  
taylor.christine50@gmail.com 
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Program News  

Membership News 

February Branch Meeting  - Tuesday, 2/7/23 at 6:30 pm on Zoom 

Jill Fermanich from Green Bay will be speaking about the National Popular 

Vote Interstate Compact.  Watch your email for the Mailchimp notice in early 

February with the Zoom link. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 
 
Thank you to Deb Lee, Kathy O’Connor,  and Carol Huck for joining our AAUW 
Appleton branch of amazing women! When you meet these ladies, be sure to 
introduce yourself and welcome them to our branch.  
 
We hope you are all having a wonderful start to 2023! 
 
Your Membership VP Team: Connie Wunderlich, Mary Bechle, and Linda Buck.  

Communications Updates 

Add to your  AAUW directory: 

Carol Huck 
1048 W. Cecilia Ct. Appleton 54913 
(920) 205-0983 carolahuck@gmail.com 
BS Family/Consumer Ed UW-Stout 
Retired Teacher 
 
Deb Lee 
N253 Kings Ct. Sherwood 54169 
(920) 213-4810 
grandmadeb4810@gmail.com 
BS Special Ed UW-Oshkosh 
MS School Psychology UW-Stout 
Retired School Psychologist/Counselor 

Kathy O'Connor    (Tim) 
72 Garden Ct. Appleton  54915 
(920) 205-0983 
kocspsy@gmail.com 
BS Psychology/Sociology  Drake University 
MS School Psychology  UW-La Crosse 
Retired  School Psychologist 
 

Articles for the March newsletter are due  
February 15th. 

Send articles to Judy Goodnight at 
 judy@gwd.org. 
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AAUW National News  



 

AAUW WI Public Policy Webinar  

Thursday, January 26, 2023 6:30-7:30 PM 

Communicating with Your Legislators 

Register: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYvf-CrqjsiH9e2XMpUF3_w1w9IM3XcJua4 

The committee continues its work on assisting members in using their voices on issues related to 

women and girls. Our guest speaker, Katie Rezin, the VP of Public Affairs for A.L.M. Holding Company 

which is a parent company for several construction and energy subsidiaries in the Midway, will give us 

insights on how to communicate with legislatures. Katie as s a non-lawyer, and contract lobbyist has 

represented a wide range of corporate and non-profit clients before the Wisconsin Legislature, such as 

the Green Bay Packers, General Motors, American Express, YMCA, S.C. Johnson, Boys and Girls Clubs, 

Eli Lily, and the Wisconsin Early Autism Project. Ms. Rezin also worked in the Wisconsin State Capitol 

for Governor Tommy Thompson as a communications assistant, and as a legislative intern in the Wis-

consin State Assembly. 

Stephanie Malaney, AAUW WI Public Policy Co-Chair 

AAUW Wisconsin News  

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYvf-CrqjsiH9e2XMpUF3_w1w9IM3XcJua4


 
    This is an opportunity to promote Wisconsin stu-
dents and grow the next generation of equity  lead-
ers.  The annual conference is held in Washington 

DC, May 31-June 2, 2023. 
A 

     “NCCWSL has grown rapidly since its founding 
more than three decades ago, attracting over 10,000 

student leaders. At AAUW's  last in-person conference 
in 2019, the conference brought together 800 

attendees representing 48 states and over 300 colleg-
es and universities.  The workshops, panels, speakers 
and activities, and peer networking provide endless 

opportunities to learn from experts.” 

 

     Special opportunity:  AAUW Wisconsin will 
award 5 scholarships to college women who 
want to grow in their leadership skills.  The 

scholarships will cover registration, room, and 
board plus $400 toward travel costs.   

 

     If you know a young woman who 
would be interested, have her go to: 

https://aauw-
wi.aauw.net/2022/12/08/nccwsl-2023-

material/ 

The 2023 AAUW Wisconsin Convention will once again be held in-person and we can’t wait to see you! 
Registration will open shortly. Be sure to visit our Convention website here:   

https://aauwwistateconvention.com/ 
 
At the convention, you’ll hear from engaging speakers covering topics like Unconscious Bias and DEI 
(Diversity, Equity, Inclusion), the UW-Madison Odyssey Project, Environmental Sustainability, Financial 
Wellness for Women, and more! 
As an attendee, you’ll also have the unique opportunity to : 
• Meet and engage with special guest, Katrina Sun Breese,  from AAUW National 
• Participate in interactive group learning activities 
• Network with other members of similar interests during our small group “counterpart  sessions” 
• Enjoy good food and hospitality, a sense of camaraderie, and raffles! 

NCCWSL 
It's National Conference for  

College Women Student Leaders  
kick-off time! 

AAUW-WI APPLICATION DEADLINE HAS 

BEEN EXTENDED UNTIL MARCH 15! 

https://aauw-wi.aauw.net/2022/12/08/nccwsl-2023-material/
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REGISTER AT: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwud-

itqz8rGdTbsUVWGKVgUXyasMDHQAl2 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwud-itqz8rGdTbsUVWGKVgUXyasMDHQAl2
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwud-itqz8rGdTbsUVWGKVgUXyasMDHQAl2




 TECH SAVVY NEEDS YOU !!! 

 
Many AAUW volunteers are needed to assist at Tech Savvy on March 11  at the University 
of Wisconsin Oshkosh campus in Menasha.  The good news is that you don’t even need to 
be Tech Savvy to volunteer!  We need branch members to help with registration/check-in, 
door greeting, meal distribution, room monitors, etc.  You can volunteer for the whole day 
or just the morning or afternoon. 
 
A volunteer application is included in this newsletter.  To volunteer, print the application, 
complete it and mail it to Judy Phillips, 2609 S. East St, Appleton, WI 54915 or download  
the form from our website and e-mail it to Judy at cubbie1945@gmail.com.  The applica-
tion can be found here:  https://appleton-wi.aauw.net/files/2023/01/Tech-Savvy-
Volunteer-Form-2023.pdf 
 
Completed volunteer forms  MUST BE TURNED IN BY MARCH 1! 
 
If you have any questions , please contact Judy Phillips or Mary Grace.  Further details will 
be sent to those who volunteer.  
 
Thanks  for volunteering!    
Mary & Judy 

Funding Fox Cities Tech Savvy 2023 

Fox Cities Tech Savvy committees are busy completing the final arrangements for the 

March 11, 2023 event. We write grants to fund the event, but members can help as 

well. Some of you may be a member of organizations or foundations to which you can 

donate to a nonprofit project. Members can also make a personal donation. Donations 

for Fox Cities Tech Savvy are held in the AAUW WI Foundation, a 501 (c) 3 which makes 

them tax deductible. Any donations should be made out to AAUW WI Foundation and 

sent to Stephanie Malaney, 307 E. McArthur St., Appleton, 54911. Questions, 

smalaney505@gmail.com 

Stephanie Malaney, Fox Cities Tech Savvy Co-Chair 

mailto:cubbie1945@gmail.com
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SOCIAL JUSTICE GROUP 

NEXT MEETING:  

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28 6:00 PM 

STARBUCKS  1680 S Appleton Road 

ALL MEMBERS WELCOME—We’re  returning to the video series, “Why Race Matters” 

on PBS Wisconsin.  For our February meeting, watch the Season 1 episode: Black Farming 
and Land Ownership along with the Season 2 episode: Home Ownership.  
 
https://pbswisconsin.org/why-race-matters/episodes/ 

SCHOLARSHIP UPDATE: 

We are now accepting scholarship applications for the 2023-2024 academic year. 
Women who will be Juniors or Seniors in college or graduate students are eligible.  
Applicants must have also graduated from a Fox Cities area high school or currently  
reside in the Fox Cities and have done so for at least 10 years.  The deadline for applying 
is April 15.  
 
Applications and eligibility requirements are available to download on our Appleton 
branch website or Facebook page, or by contacting Mary Grace for a paper copy  at 920-
915-6379 or mcggs@aol.com.  When you see the scholarship post on our Facebook page, 
please share with your friends. 
 
Our branch website:  https://appleton-wi.aauw.net/ 
Scholarship information: https://appleton-wi.aauw.net/scholarships/ 

Missed all or part of the January Program and Branch Meeting? Want a review of the 

principles of Civil Discourse? Here is the link to the recorded program & meeting : 

https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/1gsm2V1M9s2h4AD-
mQUVnXIU5YAT8XgfJRvZmZB20vUgbXBfGumaDalNbd2K-
KVm.dsl1jew6Mlib4LtV  

Enter the passcode to view the video: Passcode: mFU@48^B  

https://pbswisconsin.org/why-race-matters/episodes/
mailto:mcggs@aol.com
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SECOND CHOICE BOOK TALK  
Our February book is Cloud Cuckoo Land by Anthony Doerr. 

 
Thursday, 2/2 at 1:00 pm  

We’ll meet at Good Company  
at the corner of College and Richmond. 

RSVP to Vicki Johnson vjohn53211@yahoo.com 
Or 414-651-8264 

 
March book will be The Innocent Man by John Grisham. 

 
Second Choice Books is open to all members of the branch.  

Attend the discussions for the books you want to read.  
Questions? Contact  Judy Goodnight at judy@gwd.org. 

Evening Literature News 

 

Reminder:  Evening Literature is on hiatus during January and February.  

Watch for our return in March 2023 when we’ll be reading 

Under A Painted Sky by Stacey Lee! 

 

All AAUW members are welcome to join us for this book group! 

AFTERNOON LITERATURE  

February Book: The Maid by Nita Prose  
 

Wednesday, February 15th:  
Nancy Samson will host at 

620 N. Meade St., Appleton 
samsonnancy47@gmail.com  920-857-5322 

 
Thursday, February 16th:  

Cheryl Reissmann will host at 
16 E. Silver Spur Lane, Appleton 

        CherylRonR@gmail.com  920-574-3301 
 

Timely RSVPs to your hosts are a MUST! 

mailto:vjohn53211@yahoo.com
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AAUW Appleton Branch Meeting via Zoom 
January 10, 2023  
47 members present. 
 
President Chris Taylor welcomed our guests AAUW State President Maggie Winz and District 5 Coordinator Debbie 
Roder.  Assistant Program Vice-President Paulette Stoltzmann introduced our speaker, Jane Banning, who gave an 
interesting, informative talk on Civil Discourse. 
 
Chris Taylor asked for a motion to accept the minutes from the December Branch meeting.  Sylvia Bull made the mo-
tion and Kathy Kuck seconded; motion passed. 
 
Finance Vice President Jackie Booher discussed our finances.  [See Financial Report on next page.] 
 
Program Vice-President Kathy Kuck praised Jane Banning’s presentation and then announced our next meeting’s 
program. On Tuesday, February 7th, Jill Fermanich will speak on the National Popular Vote Interstate Compact. This 
meeting will be via Zoom at 6:30 pm. 
 
Assistant Membership Vice-President Linda Buck announced that we have 2 new members:  Kathy O'Connor and 
Deb Lee. 
 
State Public Policy Chair Stephanie Malaney announced there will be a Webinar on January 26 at 6:30 pm on how to 
communicate with our legislators.  This will be a one-hour Zoom meeting. Jacqui Klimaszewski reminded us that 
there will be an election on February 21; all are encouraged to vote. 
 
Tech Savvy Chair Jacqui Klimaszewski stated that Tech Savvy will be on Saturday, March 11.  The event is for girls and 
their parents.  We have 2 keynote speakers, hands-on learning events, parent sessions, and a t-shirt and other items 
for the girls.  The event includes lunch. Members who have a daughter in a STEM career are asked to participate in a 
panel discussion for parents. 
 
Mary Grace and Judy Phillips have made a new Tech Savvy Volunteer Application  This application can be download-
ed and printed from our website or newsletter.  Print & mail in the application and volunteer for the event.  Geor-
giann Bravick gave an entertaining talk on 100 reasons to volunteer for Tech Savvy.  
 
Stephanie Malaney told us that monetary donations can be made for this event that are tax deductible. [Check the 
Tech Savvy page on the AAUW Appleton website for information. Money does NOT go to AAUW Appleton.] 
 
Fund Development Chair Mary Grace announced scholarship applications are now available.  They can be download-
ed from our website.  Please encourage women who are continuing their education to fill out the application.  Due 
to a very successful Book Sale, we have many scholarships to give out. 
 
Afternoon Literature Chair Judy Goodnight will be out of town, so please RSVP Pat Hauser for Wednesday's group 
and Karen Pfefferle for Thursday's.  Note:  Pat Hauser's email address is incorrect in the Directory.  It should be  
phauser1@new.rr.com 
 
Chris Taylor told members that our State Convention is April 28-29.  Members could travel together. Chris also men-
tioned that the State AAUW Board will be awarding 10 scholarships for the NCCWSL conference in Washington D.C. 
May 31-June 2. 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sue Vannorsdall, Recording Secretary 
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The Apple Branch is a publication of the Appleton, Wisconsin Branch of AAUW, the American Associa-
tion of University Women. 

Branch President:      Co-Membership VPs:   Newsletter Editor: 
Christine Taylor    Mary Bechle      Connie Wunderlich  Judy Goodnight 
taylor.christine50@gmail.com  msnn3bs@yahoo.com 920-540-0874  judy@gwd.org 
920-636-8153      563-235-3968   markandconnie208@hotmail.com  920-729-9553 

AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership. There shall be no barriers to full partici-

pation in this organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation, na-

tional origin, disability, or class. 

AAUW empowers all women and girls to reach their highest potential. 
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