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 I want to sincerely thank each branch member for their kindness and support 
during the past two years.  You have been encouraging and understanding as I found 
my way.  
 Thank you to our committee and interest group leaders.  The time you give to 
organize and lead each of your groups gives us a strong foundation and a way for each 
of us to be involved and active.   
 Very special thanks to each board member I have worked with.  We could 
not ask for a stronger, more qualified, or more patient group of leaders.  Your commit-
ment to our branch is extraordinary.   
 I have special thanks for our retiring board members. Thank you to Sylvia Bull 
for taking on the essential job of Program Vice President.  We thank you for an entire 
year’s worth of celebration and growth.  You and your team of magicians saw to it 
that we had an online auction these past couple of years and we are grateful to you 
for sharing your talents at a state level as well.  When you came from a place of Yes, 
you made us all stronger, Sylvia. 
 Thanks to Mary Bechle who completed her year as our Membership Vice 
President only to sign up for yet another membership adventure. Her diligence and 
success brought us amazing new members with enthusiasm and bright ideas. Thank 
you for saying yes and yes again, Mary.    
 Thank you to Susie Jennings for sharing your home, your insight, experience, 
and energy with all of us as our Assistant Membership Vice President.  Thank you for 
reaching out to our new members in so many ways to let them know how important 
they are to us.  Susie, you are leaving us with new goals to achieve, not just for Mem-
bership, but for our entire branch.   
 Georgianne Bravick served us all as our representative to the 2022 AAUW 
Wisconsin Convention Planning Committee.   Thank you for committing to this assign-
ment with enthusiasm and insight, Georgianne.    
 Thank you to Becky O’Connor as you finish up your term as Nominating Chair.  
Thank you for finding willing members to fill our leadership roles, Becky.  Thank you, 
also, for inspiring us every time we read and reread your Past President’s Letters.  You 
kept us hopeful and engaged during a most challenging time.   
 As Judy Goodnight steps away from her state board position as District 5 Co-
ordinator, we thank her for playing an essential role on the state board for many 
years.   She helped us see that we are part of something more far reaching than our 
branch.   Judy made our amazing 2022 Wisconsin State Convention possible.  When I 
think back on what I learned at the convention, I will never forget the hours she gave 
to us, the patience she had, and the knowledge she shared.   
 Joan Schneider completes her term as state president this year as well.  We 
are proud of Joan beyond words and so grateful that she willingly shared her leader-
ship talents at the state level once again.  
 I hope each branch member will consider a branch or state leadership posi-
tion going forward.  You will be inspired to grow!  
 
Gratefully,  Joan Moeschberger, Branch President 
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Congratulations to our scholarship recipients!  

Pictured  (l. to r.) Emily B., Kristen S., Corinne M., Elise E., Brooklyn L., Mara C. 

Not Present: Nicole C., Malia P., Amanda R., & Brianna J. 

Congratulations to our Appleton Branch Members Celebrating Anniversaries! 

5 years: 
Linda Boldt 
Georgianne Bravick 
Diane Colombe 
Vicki Johnson 
Jackie Sharp 
Mary Skatrud 

10 years: 
Marlene Angevine 
Kathy Bold 
Jackie Booher 
Sylvia Bull 
LouAnn Graf 
Nancy Graham 
Liz Lokensgard 
Susan McFadden 
Marion Peterson 
Jeanne Seitz 
Mary Zanto 

15 years: 
Cynthia Whiteley 
20 years: 
Chris Calhoun 
Stephanie Malaney  

35 years: 
Laurie Leonard 
45 years: 
Gale Korth 

Anniversary Years reflect years of membership in the Appleton Branch only. 



Membership News 

 

It was so wonderful to see so many members at our May banquet and, especially, to recognize our branch mem-
bers who were celebrating anniversaries this year. A donation to the AAUW Greatest Needs Fund is made each year 
in honor of our anniversary members.  

Dues are to be paid by June 30th. It is preferred you pay on-line, but if you choose to pay by check, please make 
sure to make your check out to AAUW Appleton Branch in the amount of $95 and mail this to Jackie Booher, 
W4897 Golf Course Rd, Sherwood, WI  54169. If any changers and/or additions need to be made in our annual 
directory, please email or phone Cheryl Reissman with these changes and/or additions. She can be reached at 
cherylronr@gmail.com or call 920-574-3301 or 920-636-8310.  

Check out the Travel Group flyer for the Timber Rattler game on the evening of July 26th. Everyone from the branch 
is invited and ask a friend or two to come along! Also, mark your calendars for a pot-luck picnic Shape the Future 
Membership event planned for Tuesday, August 9th at Telulah Park. More info on the picnic will be coming in the 
next newsletter. 

Connie Wunderlich and I look forward to this next year. We have a membership meeting planned for Tuesday, May 
17th at 1:30 pm at JaneAnne McCabe’s home. Remember, as we heard during the convention, recruitment for 
membership is everyone’s job.  

Mary Bechle, Membership Co-VP 

2022-2023 Board of Directors & Book Sale Committee 

A Message from Retiring Program Vice-President Sylvia Bull: 

As your VP of Programming for the ‘21-‘22 year, I just want to tell you how much I have enjoyed working with you and for 
you as we put together entertaining and educational programs for our branch. Thank you for your support and enthusiasm. 

And a hearty welcome to the next team, VP and Assistant VP of Programming, Kathy Kuck and Paulette Stoltzmann.  

Reminder:  May 30th deadline for AAUW T-shirt orders is approaching.  

Order Form is on the next page. Don’t delay! 

mailto:cherylronr@gmail.com


It’s T-SHIRT time! 
NOW is your chance to order an AAUW t-shirt. The t-shirt is a 50/50 cotton-poly blend, navy blue with 

white lettering (AAUW centered and “because equity is still an issue “below it. 
 
Print this page  - fill out the order form below  and send the form along with your check to Sylvia Bull. 

 
ORDER DEADLINE IS MAY 30TH! 

 
New members, please note: These shirts can be worn walking around the block, shopping local farmers’ 
markets, going to rummage sales, or anytime you’re out & about! Plus they serve as a great marketing 

tool to help us spread the word about AAUW. Plan to wear them to the Timber Rattlers event this  
summer and  especially at our October Book Sale. 





IMPORTANT: BOOK SALE UPDATES 
NEW STORAGE LOCATION: As you already know we have to evacuate our space in Kaukauna by May 31.  We have 
rented the former Martial Arts Studio in the Northland Mall for the months of June through September.  We will 
collect books there during June and July and will sort Books there during August and September.  We will move 
across the hall to our sale location on October 1. 

 

BOOK PICK-UP AND DROP-OFF: 

We have set the following times for members to drop off books at the Martial Arts room at the Northland Mall.  All 
are Tuesdays. 

     June 7 - 9:00 am to 11:00 am 

     June 28 - 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm 

     July 12 - 9:00 am - 11:00 am 

     July 26 - 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

We are asking that only members bring books to the mall and only on the dates listed above.  Please do not 
share this information with anyone outside the branch. 

When you come to the mall, enter the store through the back door which is #956. 

The door is just to the left of Papa John's as you are looking at the outside of the mall.  There is a small area to park 
while you are unloading books.  

For book pick-up people should call one of the numbers on the book mark or contact Laurie McCulloch or Steph-
anie Malaney.  

 

POSTERS/BOOKMARKS: 

If you were not at any of the meetings where these were handed out, please contact Trish Brehm at 920-858-1198 
to get yours.  They will also be available at our drop off site on the Tuesdays we are there.  Please share them in as 
many places as you can.  These bookmarks are a request for books.  A 2nd set will be available in September giving 
all of the sale details. Just a reminder that we do not take VHS tapes, text books, encyclopedias, magazines, cas-
sette music tapes, or Readers Digest books. 

 

BOOK SORTING: 

We will begin sorting on Tuesday, August 2.  We will sort every Tuesday morning from 9:00 am - noon during Au-
gust and September.  We will go out to lunch on August 2 and September 6.  Please join us whenever you can. 
Books can also be brought during these times. 

QUESTIONS?  Contact any member of the Book Sale Committee with your questions. 

MOVING DAY HELP NEEDED: 

We will move all the boxes of books and our supplies to the Northland Mall on Tuesday, May 31.  We will meet at 
our Kaukauna location at 9:00  am.  If you are able to help that day, and haven't already signed up at the branch 
meeting or book group luncheon please contact Laurie McCulloch at lmcculloch@new.rr.com or 920-284-7098. 

mailto:lmcculloch@new.rr.com


Betty Pontius 

 When I was growing up in Milwaukee, daily my brother and I 
crossed the UW-Milwaukee campus on our way to grade school. My par-
ents strongly believed that higher education is one way of becoming the 
person you want to be. So, from kindergarten on, I dreamed of going to a 
university. Another belief my parents shared was demonstrated by Mom. 
She worked at the voting polls, taught church school, played the piano, 
attended or led political events and always, yes I mean always, shared what she learned from the two 
newspapers we received daily. Dad worked 6 second-shift days a week at American Motors and also 
owned a welding shop. My older sister, brother, and I definitely learned a strong healthy work ethic from 
both of them. ‘Do what you love and you’ll do it well”.     
 I loved high school and all the activities involved (volleyball, basketball, badminton, and Capt. of 
the drill team—being honored to perform at a Packer half-time my senior year). Then came 4 years at Wis. 
State University - Oshkosh. I graduated with a degree in lower elementary education and a minor in psy-
chology (which my husband Jim and our now-grown children sometimes “accused” me of practicing on 
them.)  Along with the classes and socializing, as vice-president/judicial board chair of Associated Women 
Students (AWS), I was selected to participate in a ten person dinner honoring Betty Friedan before she 
spoke to the student body. I believe that was just the start to my seeking and becoming involved in organi-
zations empowering women. 
 While Jim’s job took us to Fullerton, CA where I taught for 3 years, my principal’s wife asked me to 
join AAUW. Needless to say, I joined her branch. We returned to WI and I joined the Appleton Branch and 
paid to be a Life Member. Yes, I knew, way back then, that AAUW was, and is, on the front line of every 
major battle for American women’s rights.  
 At national and regional conventions, I have heard such outstanding speakers as Gloria Steinem, 
Maya Angelou, Sarah Weddington, Mae Jemison, Judy Woodruff, and Associate Justice Sonia Sotomayor. 
 Another cherished memory is that of attending the International Federation of University Members 
- AAUW convention held at Stanford University in 1992. Wisconsin was paired with the Netherlands, which 
then hosted 20 of us in 1993, and we reciprocated in our homes in WI in 1994. Although IFUW has dis-
banded, many of us continue to correspond with our hosts in the Netherlands. 
 As state president, it was a thrill to have breakfast at the home of Al and Tipper Gore. I also en-
joyed visiting many branches throughout Wisconsin and was able to come back with many great ideas to 
share with our Appleton branch. A continuing joy: Three state board members and I have become such 
dear friends that we have traveled together near and far ever since.  
 To quote Maya Angelou, “My mission in life is not merely to survive, but to thrive; and to do so 
with some passion, some compassion, some humor, and some style.” 
 How do I thrive? By: spending time at the lake with family, camping, reading mysteries and histori-
cal fiction, working in the church garden, prepping meals for the Warming Shelter, working a puzzle or 
solving a Sudoku, hiking and other activities with my AZ-AAUW friends, and, of course, working at our Ap-
pleton branch’s wonderful book sale year after year after fabulous year.  
 As a leading voice for equity for women and girls in America, it is imperative that we continue to 
have strong leaders in our organization. It is important for us as an organization to seek out, encourage, 
and support members who have the skills and the enthusiasm to fulfill these roles. (Continued next page) 



Ellie’s family  in-

vites all  Appleton 

AAUW members 

to join them for 

this memorial 

event. 

AAUW Branch Experiences    AAUW State Board  
1969 -’71   Fullerton, CA member                1986 - ’87 Nominating Chair 
1974 -        Appleton, WI member    1989 - ’91 Education RAI 
1975 -’76   Historian       1991 - ’93 Corr. Sec. 
1976 -’77   Legislative Chair               “        Branch Liaison Corr. 
1976 -’78   Book Sale Co-chair                                                      1992 - ’93 Diversity Task Force Ch. 
1977           75th Birthday Co-chair                 1995 - ’96       “           “         “      “ 
1978 -’80   President                                                                      1995 - ’97 Leadership Dev. V.P. 
1981 -’82   Nominating Chair                                                        1997 - ’98 President Elect 
1984           Local State Conv. Co-chair                                         1998 - ’00 President 
1986 -’88   Inter-branch Council Rep.     
2002 -’04   Math and Science ROCK Chair 
2009 -         Summer Mystery Book Group Chair 
2011           Vice Pres. Membership 
2013           Branch Centennial Gala Chair 
 

            Thanks, Betty, for sharing your awesome AAUW story! 

Appleton AAUW Essay Contest 

Several members met to discuss the future of the contest. It has been decided that we would con-

tinue the current essay contest format and add a poetry component. The committee is looking for 

another local public library to partner with. Our next meeting is Monday, May 23, 2022, 6:30 PM at 

Joan Moeschberger’s home. If you are interested in joining this committee, please contact Jacqui 

Klimaszewski at jjklim@new.rr.com 

mailto:jjklim@new.rr.com


Join the AAUW Travel Group 

For a June Trip Covering 

Gardens, a Pontoon Ride, and Music 

 

Who:  All AAUW members invited but the number is limited to 20. 

When:  Tuesday, June 21, 2020 - Leave 8:30 AM from Park & Ride at Hwy. 10 and Cty. Rd. N in Darboy and return 5 PM 

Where:  Sheboygan and Elkhart Lake 

What:  We begin our day at Bookworm Gardens in Sheboygan.  Enjoy a botanical garden inspired by 75 favorite children’s books.  It’s a 

chance to relive some of your childhood favorite books in a beautiful garden setting.  Next, we travel to Elkhart Lake where you’ll have 

an opportunity to enjoy an hour boat tour around Elkhart Lake and see some of the beautiful homes and resorts lining the shores.  

We’ll end the day at the home of Gary Bieck who was a recipient of the 2022 Wisconsin Garden Club Federation for exceptional and 

outstanding accomplishments in the field of specialty gardeners.  Gary is also an accomplished organist who rebuilt a 1925 Wurlitzer 

theatre organ with over 1000 pipes in his home.  You’ll be amazed at not only his gardens but also as you listen to his collection of an-

tique musical music boxes and instruments that he has restored. 

Cost:  $35 - Not included is a suggested $5 for your driver and lunch and/or ice cream on you own in the quaint village of Elkhart Lake.   

Transportation:  As always, drivers are needed.  Please let us know if you are willing and how many can ride comfortably in your car. 

 

PLEASE BE AWARE:  THERE ARE MANY STEPS TO THE BOAT LANDING WHICH ARE STEEP AND NOT HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE.  

Questions:  Contact Ruth at 920/202-3300 

Deadline to Register:  Tuesday, June 14th  Prepayment is required in advance for Bookworm Gardens and for the Pontoon Boat Ride so no reservations will 

be accepted after this day. 

 Write check for $35 and mail to: 

  Ruth Henschel 

  555 Ridgeview Circle #314                  

  Appleton, WI  54911 

Public Policy Committee 

The committee will be meeting in June. The chair is waiting for more information from the AAUW WI Pub-

lic Policy Committee and branch programming for next year. Watch for an email. If you would like to be 

added to the committee, please contact Jacqui Klimaszewski  at jjklim@new.rr.com.  

Tech Savvy Committee 

The committee will be meeting towards the end of June. Watch for an email. If you are interested in join-
ing the committee, contact Stephanie Malaney at  smalaney5@gmail.com or Jacqui Klimaszewski at 
jjklim@new.rr.com 

mailto:jjklim@new.rr.com.
mailto:smalaney5@gmail.com
mailto:jjklim@new.rr.com.


 
Articles for the August/early September newsletter are due July 25th. 
Send articles to Judy Goodnight at judy@gwd.org. 
 

Website: https://appleton-wi.aauw.net/  
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AAUWAppleton/  
Instagram: #aauwappleton 

SOCIAL JUSTICE GROUP: 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, May 24th at 6:30 pm via Zoom. Check your email for the link. 

Looking ahead:  We’ll be taking a breather for June and July. We’ll regroup in August. 

New members are welcome to join us. Contact Judy at 920-729-9553 or judy@gwd.org to get 

on the contact list.   

DIVERSITY, EQUITY & INCLUSION GROUP 

Our group met May 9th to discuss options. We were fortunate to have as a guest Julie Bargholtz, Coordi-
nator of Community Engagement, Appleton Area School District. She was a wealth of information and 
gave us many options to pursue to work with students of all ages. We have scheduled another meeting 
for Monday, June 6th at 1 pm at Seth’s Coffee in Little Chute. If anyone is interested in attending, please 
feel free to join us.  

Our branch usually has at 

least one table of mem-

bers attending the Wom-

en’s Fund Luncheon. 

Watch for more infor-

mation in the August 

newsletter about signing 

up to attend the luncheon. 

mailto:judy@gwd.org
https://appleton-wi.aauw.net/
https://www.facebook.com/AAUWAppleton/
mailto:judy@gwd.org


We are excited to announce our fourth AAUW Reads all branch book choice! This book, I Am a Girl from 

Africa, is a “profound and soul-nourishing memoir” (Oprah Daily) from an African girl whose near-death 

experience sparked a lifelong dedication to humanitarian work that helps bring change across the world. 

This book is described as “a memoir of empowerment, community, and hope” and is certain to be an 

inspirational book for all our branch members to read! 

Plan to join us! Pick up this memoir by Elizabeth Nyamayaro for a summer read and join us for book dis-

cussions in August! AAUW Reads unites us as readers in our branch. Our past book selections (Just Mer-

cy, The Woman’s Hour, How the Word is Passed) have been enlightening and thought provoking. Read 

the book, share the book, and look for details about our discussions in the summer newsletter and in 

email announcements. Enjoy the camaraderie of old and new AAUW friends along the way! 

From the book jacket: 

“More than a heart-warming and uplifting memoir, I Am a Girl from Africa Is a story of millions of girls 

around the world – and a true testament of what is possible when girls are given an equal right to quality 

education. Through Elizabeth’s remarkable story, we are reminded that education remains the closest 

thing to a silver bullet when it comes to gender equity.” – Dr. Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka, Former United 

Nations Under-Secretary-General and Executive Director of UN Women. 

AAUW READS 

SUMMER 2022 

     You are all invited to BYO Lunches at my house this summer! Everyone! Please, join me! 

June 17, Friday                                  July 18, Monday                              August 18, Thursday 

 Everyone is welcome. Drop in with or without your lunch between 11:00 am and 2:00 pm. 

 Agenda? None! This is a time to relax and visit at 4723 Periwinkle Court! Bring a friend! 

Joan Schneider       joandschneider@gmail.com           920.734.2009           920.450.9440 

mailto:joandschneider@gmail.com


SECOND CHOICE BOOK TALK  

We are discussing  
The Marsh King’s Daughter 

By Karen Dionne 

 
Wednesday, June 8th  

I’ll be in touch with where & what time we are 
meeting. 

 
RSVP to Judy at 920-729-9553 or email judy@gwd.org  

 
Our July book will be  

The 7⅟2 Deaths of Evelyn Hardcastle  

Evening Literature News 

Next meeting: Thursday, June 9th, Dinner Meeting 

Time: 5:30 PM (Note time change) 

Location: Meade Street Bistro, in their private room (in back of restaurant) 

                 2729 N Meade Street, Appleton (Note location change) 

Book: And the Mountains Echoed, by Khaled Hosseini 

Discussion Leader: Shirley Collins 

RSVP: to Donna by Tuesday, June 7th 

At this meeting we will also need volunteers to host and lead the discussions for the 
next year.  

 

July Meeting: Thursday, July 14th 

Time: 6:30 PM 

Host: Joan Moeschberger 

Book: Dispatches from Pluto: Lost and Found in the Mississippi Delta, by Richard Grant 

Discussion Leader: Faye Binsfeld 

RSVP to Donna or Faye (contact info is in yearbook) 

 

Book Choices for 2022-2023: 

• Submit suggestions to Donna by May 27th 

• Donna will compile and email 

• Vote for your nine choices by email to Donna no LATER than June 6th 

• Choices will be announced at our June 9th meeting 

AFTERNOON LITERATURE:  The Afternoon Literature group is on hiatus for the summer. We’ll 

be back on September 21st meeting in person for our traditional tea. We’ll have a book discussion 

along with group members sharing recommendations of books read over the summer.  



 

 

 

All at 11:30 a.m. on the following Wednesdays: 

 

June 15    July 20    Aug. 17 

 

All members are welcome to join us once, twice, or thrice this summer. 

 

How it works: Each month there is a mystery book to read and (sometimes) an AAUW 
member-written mystery to solve (if you wish) which leads you to the mystery location 
of the lunch that month. 

 

Book for June 15: Split Second by David Baldacci 

Discussion Leader: Judy Goodnight 

Place: RiverTyme Bistro 

RSVP: to Betty (see below) no later than June 8. 

 

Please send your mystery book suggestions for July, August, and/or next June to me no 
later than May 26.  

  Light reading for July and August. Heavier book for next June. 

  Title, author, time period, main character(s), time period/setting 

  Also include a 2 to 4 sentence summary. 

If you’re willing to lead a discussion let me know which date and/or book. 

 

Watch for Mystery Lunch emails throughout the summer.  

Contact Betty Pontius bettypontius@yahoo.com or 725-1302. 

mailto:bettypontius@yahoo.com




Take Me Out to the Ball Game . . . . 

 (with your family, friends, spouse, prospective new members) 

Join the AAUW Travel Group for a  

Night at the Timber Rattlers 
 

Who:  You and your guest(s) are invited to watch the Wisconsin Timber Rattlers  play the Cedar Rapids Kernels 

When:  Tuesday, July 26th – Game starts at 6:40 PM 

Where:  Fox Cities Stadium, 2400 N. Casaloma Drive, Appleton 

What:  The Travel Group is reserving bench seating (with backs) in a handicapped  accessible section for the 
game.  You will have a choice of 3 meal options. 

 

Cost:  Your cost is dependent on your meal option and whether you decide to  arrange your own carpool and 
share the parking fee.  

 Parking Fee Per Car at the Stadium:  $6 

 Ticket Cost including Tax:  $10.55.  Seats are on the 3rd base side. 

 Meal Option 1:  You purchase your own food – concession stands are nearby 

 Meal Option 2:  $7 for a brown bag lunch - includes a hot dog, chips, soda or water 

 Meal Option 3:  $20 Includes the Club Buffet (Chef’s choice of light and heavy hors d’oeuvres, and 2 drinks – 
   water, soda, or alcoholic) and upper-level club seating for eating and watching the game.  
   There are stairs  as well as an elevator to the Club Level.   

 

Reservation Deadline:  Money is NOT REFUNDABLE  but you can give your ticket to  someone else if you cannot  
   attend as planned.   

 DEADLINE FOR SIGNING UP IS JULY 12th!!!! 

 Checks should be made out and mailed to: 

   Connie Polley 

  300 W. Highland Park Ave.  Apt. 810 

  Appleton, WI  54911 

  Do NOT include parking fee.  Do INCLUDE the ticket cost of $10.55 and the  

 cost of the meal option for yourself and each of your guests.  Please also 

 include the name(s) of your guests so we can know who to expect. 

 

      . . . . If they don’t win it’s a shame for it’s 

      1, 2, 3 strikes you’re out at the old, ball game! 



FINANCE REPORT— as of April 30, 2022 



The Apple Branch is a publication of the Appleton, Wisconsin Branch of AAUW, the American Associa-
tion of University Women. 

Branch President:  Membership VP:  Newsletter Editor: 
Joan Moeschberger  Mary Bechle   Judy Goodnight 
joanemoe@gmail.com msnn3bs@yahoo.com judy@gwd.org 
920-209-7488   563-235-3968   920-729-9553 

AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership. There shall be no barriers to full partici-

pation in this organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation, na-

tional origin, disability, or class. 

AAUW empowers all women and girls to reach their highest potential. 

mailto:joanemoe@gmail.com
mailto:msnn3bs@yahoo.com
mailto:judy@gwd.org

