
AAUW Mystery Books suggested for 2019-2020 (2 pages) 

Lighter books for July and August 

__The Crossing Places  Ruth Gallows Mysteries (1st)  Ellie Griffiths 

 Archeologist Ruth Galloway, who lives in a remote area of Norfolk, England known as the 

Saltmarsh, is called in by the police when a child’s skeleton is found in the marsh.  They’re hoping it’s a 

young child who disappeared 10 years before.  Ruth, however, identifies it as from the Iron Age. But, she 

is fascinated by the story of the young girl and starts to investigate on her own.  Then another young girl 

disappears! 

__Survival of the Fritter  Deputy Donut Mystery (1st)  Ginger Holton 

 Emily Westhill runs the best donut shop in Falling Brook, WI, along with her retired police chief 

father-in-law and her tabby Deputy Donut.  But after murder claims a favorite customer, can’t rely on a 

sidekick to solve the crime – or stay alive. 

__Hallowed Murder  Jane Lawless Mystery (1st)  Ellen Hart 

 After discovering a sorority sister was drowned near her alma mater, restauranteur Jane Lawless 

embarks on an investigation to untangle the events that led to the suicide.  Issues raised: fundamentalism, 

homosexuality, bigotry, psychological torment. A novel of ideas. 

__A New Chapter  Secrets of Mary’s Bookshop (1st)  Kristin Eckhardt (2012) 

 Grieving the loss of her husband while working to open a new bookstore in Cape Cod featuring 

the mystery novels she loves, Mary moves in with her sister, reconnects with old friends, and attempts to 

solve a mystery of her own – the theft of an old, dusty photograph of the storefront and some unsettling 

secrets in her family’s history. 

__Mining for Justice   Chloe Ellefson Mystery (8th)  Kathleen Ernst (2017) 

 Pendarvis is a real historic site in Iowa County, WI.  Possible closure of the site was a point of 

contention in 1982.  Is it OK to do illegal things to protect children if you think the laws and/or police are 

unable to do so? 

__Death in a Pink Cadillac: The Door County Special   Rhiannon Nolan Series (8th)  Kathy Buchen 

 The humor ramps up when Rhi and Didi, the Lucy and Ethel of crime fighter, crash a Supreme 

Cosmetics workshop while on vacation in D. C.  When the owner (narcissistic, diva, Fantastic Fran) ends 

up dead in her pink Cadillac -- dead from her big hair extensions – the dynamic duo go to work. 

__The Woman in the Water Prequel to Charles Lenox Series (11th) Charles Finch (2018) 

 London 1850. This chilling new mystery in the Bestselling series takes readers back to Charles 

Lenox’s very first case and the ruthless serial killer who would set him on the course to become one of 

London’s most brilliant detectives. 

 

     Keep going 



Heavier books for next June     

__Murder in the White House Capital Crime Series (1st)  Margaret Truman 1980 

In a town where the weapon of choice is usually a well-aimed rumor, the strangling of Secretary of State 

Lansard Blaine in the Lincoln Bedroom is a gruesome first. Rumors included: he was a womanizer with ties 

to a glamorous call girl and had unofficial connections with international wheeler-dealers. Only a few 

highly placed insiders had access to the Lincoln Bedroom –one of them was the President… 

 

__ Two if by Sea      Standalone book   Jacquelyn Mitchard 2016 

 Former police officer Frank Mercy loses his pregnant wife and her family in a tsunami in Australia, 

but rescues a three-year-old boy who he takes home to a farm in WI where he plans to raise horses as his 

father and grandfather had done in the past.  He begins to believe the boy has an extraordinary, 

impossible telegraphic gift, and he learns he needs to keep Ian safe from a sinister group who want him 

back.    

 

__White Fire        Standalone book   D. Preston & L. Child 2013 

 Special Agent Pendergast arrives at an exclusive Colorado ski resort to rescue his protegee, Corrie 

Swanson, from trouble with the law.  A snowed-in ski resort, the discovery of 150 year-old miners’ bones, 

and an arsonist on the loose – Pendergast must solve the enigma of the past before the town of the 

present goes up in flames. 

 

__The Woman in Cabin 10 Standalone book   Ruth Ware 2016 

 Lo Blacklock, a journalist who writes for a traveling magazine, has just been given the assignment 

of her lifetime: a week on a luxury cruise with only a handful of cabins.  Lo witnesses what she can only 

describe as a dark and terrifying nightmare: a woman being thrown overboard.  The problem: all 

passengers remain accounted for.  Tightly wound, enthralling story. 

 

__ The Suspect   Standalone Book    Fiona Barton 2019 

When two 18 year olds go missing in Thailand, their families are thrust into the international 

spotlight – desperate, bereft with worry.  Journalist, Kate Waters, always wanting to be the first to the 

story, with the exclusive, and first to discover the truth, is eager for this story.  As the case unfolds, all find 

that danger can lie closer to home than one might think. 

 

  


