
The Apple Branch 
 American Association of University Women 

 Appleton, Wisconsin Branch 

Volume 32 Number 11   May, 2018 

AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy and research. 
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There are three AAUW national bylaws amendment proposals that you will be asked to vote on be-
tween April 25th and June 9th, 2018. They are as follows: 
 
Staggered terms of office AAUW Board of Directors on a three-year rotation: This proposal would 
increase the term of service on the national board to three years instead of two with 1/3 of the board 
positions up for election each year. Switching to staggered terms is not only consistent with the best 
practices of other nonprofit boards, but provides the benefits of board continuity, the preservation of 
institutional memory, leadership development, and the influx of fresh ideas each year. 
 
Membership requirement for AAUW Board of Directors: This proposal changes the current require-
ment that all 15 national board directors be AAUW members. Instead, it would require that ten directors 
be AAUW members and allow up to five directors to be non-members. From the aauw.org website: 
 
 “AAUW is undergoing an important and robust strategic planning process at a critical time in 
the national conversation on equity. In planning discussions with members across the United States it 
has become apparent that we need to open our board to people who may not be members of AAUW but 
bring a wealth of experience and expertise to our organization. As an equity-seeking organization we 
need to welcome those who are not currently members of AAUW but can make an invaluable contribu-
tion to steer AAUW into the future based on their personal and professional experiences, industries, 
geographic location, and other diversity views that can help propel AAUW’s mission forward.” 
 
Degree requirement for membership in AAUW: This proposal eliminates the degree requirement for 
becoming a member of AAUW.  The following paragraphs are from the aauw.org website: 
 
 “AAUW has always been dedicated to breaking down barriers that prevent women from 
achieving their goals, and it is important that AAUW recognize the power of welcoming anyone who 
supports our mission, as is common practice with mission-based nonprofits. AAUW cannot promote 
equity for all women and girls if the organization maintains exclusionary membership requirements.  
 

In addition to aligning closely with our mission, eliminating the membership requirement will 
promote a more inclusive and diverse membership. According to the US Census, in 2016, 46 percent of 
non-Hispanic white women aged 25–29 years completed four years of college. For African American 
and Hispanic women, the numbers drop to 25 percent and 31 percent, respectively. While a college edu-
cation is important, education comes in many forms, including career technical education and on-the-
job training. By requiring a college degree, we are significantly limiting potential membership of those 
who might otherwise be strong partners and advocates of our mission.  

 
Further, many members and stakeholders encourage AAUW to seek new funding from corpo-

rations, foundations and other grant-making organizations, but the current restrictions for membership 
means AAUW doesn’t meet basic inclusion language required for many of these funders. In other 
words, we are prospectively leaving important dollars for our future on the table.” 

 
These proposed amendments are all strongly supported by the Governance Committee and the Board of 
Directors. We will have a brief portion of the May meeting to address any questions you may have. I 
will try to have a laptop available at the meeting for voting. You will need your member number and 
emailed PIN to vote. Feel free to call or email me if you have questions about the proposals. 
 
Judy Goodnight 
President, AAUW Appleton 



May 17 Branch Dinner Meeting 
Features 

Scholarship Winners and Member Recognition 

 
Plan to attend this dinner celebration where we will honor our scholarship 
winners and out-going and in-coming officers. 
 
Location:  Fellowship Hall, First United Methodist 325 E. Franklin St., Appleton 
 
Time:   5:15 Gather 
              5:30 Dinner 

 
Dinner will be chicken cordon bleu, wild rice, spring salad, veggies, roll and dessert 
and coffee. 
 

Reservations and payment of $13.00 should be sent to Helene  
Iverson at 4708 Timber Row, Appleton 54913 by Monday, May 7th. 

 

Congratulations, AAUW Appleton! 
 
We recently received a letter and certificate from Kimberly Churches, CEO of AAUW, and Julia Brown, AAUW Board 
Chair, in honor of the 105th anniversary of our branch’s founding. I’d like to share this excerpt from the letter: 
 
“We are proud of the accomplishments that you helped make possible. These efforts remind us why we are passionate 
members of AAUW – and we must not stop here. As women gain access to education, economic security, and leadership 
positions, we must keep up our efforts to further that progress. Looking toward the future, we aim to solidify AAUW’s 
position as a global leader on equity. With a focus on impact, we will strive to raise awareness of what equity means in the 
21st century and plot our path to the future to which everyone can contribute. 
 
Congratulations again on this outstanding milestone! We appreciate all the hard work and activism your branch has ac-
complished and look forward to your continued support in the coming years.” 





Reading lists for AAUW Book Groups 
The reading lists for the Evening Literature, Afternoon Literature, Summer Mystery Group and Summer Reading Highlights 
can be found on our branch website. Go to http://appleton-wi.aauw.net , bring your cursor over What We Do and click on 
Interest Groups or just use this link: http://appleton-wi.aauw.net/what-we-do/groups/. The Evening and Afternoon groups 
have a clickable link to a pdf file that can be printed. The Summer Mystery information is listed in the description of the 
group. 

Evening Book Group 

On May 10th the Evening Literature group will meet at the Kaukauna Library. We will be 
meeting at 6:00 and will be choosing books for next year and having dinner. 

http://appleton-wi.aauw.net
http://appleton-wi.aauw.net/what-we-do/groups/


AAUW AFTERNOON BOOK GROUP LUNCHEON  
Butte des Morts Country Club 

May 16, 2018 11:45 a.m. 
 

We will be discussing the book The Bookshop on the Corner by Jenny Colgan. We will also be 
choosing our books for next year. If you are interested in joining the afternoon book group and did 
not receive the nominations list, email Judy G. at judy@gwd.org to receive the list. 

 
LUNCH INFO: 
 
Please choose one from the following lunch options. Lunches include coffee, tea, or milk.  
Price also includes tax and gratuity.  Soda, Lemonade, Drinks from the Bar, etc. are extra. 
 
 
A. - Baby spinach, Strawberry and Brie Salad with Chicken - $15.00 
       Without Chicken - $12.00 
 
       Garden Fresh Baby Spinach, Strawberries, French Brie Cheese and  
       Caramelized Almonds with a Grilled Chicken Breast atop   
       Served with house made Raspberry Poppy Seed Dressing. 
       You may choose to have the salad without chicken. 
 
 
B. - Oriental Stir-Fry - $16.00 
 
       Stir- Fried Beef served with Oriental Vegetables and White  
       Rice 
        
 
C. -Turkey Crepes - $17.00 
          
      2 Crepes served with seasonal vegetables 
 
  
 
Please make your checks out to Judy Phillips. Please respond yes with choice of lunch: A 
(indicate with or without chicken), B, or C with correct payment by May 7, 2018 by mail to 
Judy Phillips, 2609 S. East St., Appleton, WI 54915.  If you will not be attending, call or 
email Judy P. as well to let her know. 
 

mailto:judy@gwd.org


Communications Update 

 
For any communications issues such as not receiving the newsletter, name changes, email address changes, 

home address changes, phone number changes, contact Communications Chair, Cheryl Reissmann at 

CherylRonR@gmail.com or (920) 574-3301  

 

Appleton Branch Online: Facebook: Find our branch on Facebook by looking for AAUW-Appleton. Like our page 

to get its posts in your newsfeed. Like & share posts to spread the word about our branch happenings.  
 

Our branch website can be found at http://appleton-wi.aauw.net/. 

 

Please add new member: 
 
Williams, Linda (Larry) 
W6157 Rawley Pt Dr  Greenville   54942 
574-3088 (h)  642-4949(c)  lindawilliams2mail@gmail.com 
FVTC - 1980  
Registered Nurse - Theda Care, Retired 
Volunteer – Church, Schools 

Send us your bright ideas! 
 

We’ll be planning the 

2018-2019 Branch meet-
ing programs in a couple of months, 

and need lots of ideas from our mem-
bers.  Please contact Jeanne Seitz, Joan 
Moeschberger, or Helene Iverson with 

your suggestions for programs and/or 
venues for our meetings.  

Member Outreach 
Member Outreach is a way for our AAUW community to stay 
connected and reach out to members during significicant times in 
their lives. 
 
Laurie Leonard, AAUW member creates beautiful cards for occasions such as: 
 
 Thinking of you 
 Congratulations 
 Get Well 
 Illness 
 Sympathy 
 Appreciation/Gratitude 

If you know a member who 
we should reach out to in this 
way, please contact JaneAnne 
McCabe jamforev-
er02@yahoo.com 

mailto:lindawilliamsmail2@gmail.com


Maria Agnesi 
by Rose Bayer 

 
 St. Francis said, “For it is in giving that we receive.” 

On January 9th, 1799, Maria Agnesi, a mathematical genius 

died in a poor house. Why? Why a poor house? She earned 

money and fame throughout her life and became one of the 

most successful mathematicians in the 18th century. However, 

all these riches were not what was important to her. She set 

this part of her life aside and made it a priority to help those in 

need. The sick and the poor were who she cared about most 

despite her successes in math.      

Maria Agnesi was born on May 16th, 1718 in Milan, 

Italy. She lived in a wealthy family and was the oldest of 21 

children. Her father was a silk merchant and a math professor 

at the University of Bologna. At an early age, she started to 

show amazing talent for math and could speak seven lan-

guages by the age of 11. 

Although Agnesi was a math prodigy, it was not some-

thing that she particularly enjoyed. When she was in her early 

twenties, she wrote a book that she called Analytical Institu-

tions as a textbook for her brothers. It unintentionally became 

quite popular and left anyone who read it very impressed. She 

even received a diamond ring and a crystal box from the Em-

press of Austria, Maria Theresa, who acknowledged the quali-

ty of her work. This book became the first mathematics book 

written by a woman and included what became known as the 

“Agnesi Curve.” Originally named “versiera”, it is a mathemati-

cal curve in algebra that extends positive infinity to negative 

infinity in a horizontal direction. (“mathforum.org”, 2011)  It 

also relates plane geometry to algebra and calculus. The origi-

nal name, versiera, is an Italian word similar to the word, av-

versiera, meaning witch and was mistranslated. It later be-

came known as the the “Witch of Agnesi” and is still called that 

to this day. It is most often used as a tool for modeling and 

statistics.   

Twelve years after Analytical Institutions was written, 

Pope Benedict XIV offered Agnesi the position to be a profes-

sor at the University of Bologna just like her father once was. 

However, her faith and generosity towards the poor was be-

coming a very important part of her life. She did not want to 

gain popularity or riches from her talents in math but wanted to 

help those in need.  

 

 

 

 

So, she declined the offer. Instead, she gave great 

amounts of money to charity and after her father’s death in 

1752, she turned part of her family’s home into a hospital. She 

spent many years of service to the poor and sick before she 

died in 1799. 

In conclusion, Maria Agnesi was a brilliant mathemati-

cian who helped our world in so many ways. Her book, Analyt-

ical Institutions, went from a textbook for her brothers to a 

mathematical masterpiece recognized by the Empress of Aus-

tria and even the Pope. The “Witch of Agnesi” is still used in 

math textbooks and physics classes today. Little did she know 

that her legacy would be carried out in schools across the 

world. I think that she is a great role model in showing us how 

to be humble in our talents and to help the individuals in our 

society who are less fortunate than we. 
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Judith Resnik 
by Olivia Buechl 
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AAUW Appleton Branch Meeting                                                                                              April 10, 2018                  
Outagamie County Extension 

 
President Judy Goodnight welcomed all to the meeting at 7:45 pm. March minutes were accepted as published in 
the newsletter. Judy shared a message of congratulations from national   on our 105th anniversary. Members were 
encouraged to register for state convention. Photocopy registration for reimbursement.   
 
Membership Vice President Margie Young announced membership at 158 and then encouraged members to re-
join now.  
                                                                                                        
Assistant Program Vice President Jeanne Seitz reminded members regarding information about our May meet-
ing. An envelope was passed around to collect the $13 fee for the meal. Money is due May 7. Prompt payment was 
stressed. There was a thank you note from the Fox Valley Literacy Council because of our donation.  
                                                                                                                                 
Finance Vice President Kathleen Gagnow reported $8600 in the convention fund, $10,000 in the general fund, 
and $13,000 in the scholarship fund. Tech Savvy and NCCWSL each received $500. The new budget was passed. 
Changes to the budget included an increase to program to $650 and NCCWSL to $1000. $600 was added to the 
general fund from the holiday brunch. A motion was made by Kathleen to accept the budget and seconded by 
Jeanne. The motion passed.  
 
Nominations chair Joan Schneider made a motion to accept the slate of officers as published in the newsletter 
and announced at a meeting. Assistant Program Vice President: Joan Moeschberger, Assistant Membership Vice 
President: Nancy Havens, and Recording Secretary: Mary Zanto. Mary Grace seconded the motion. The motion 
passed.                                                             
 
Mary Grace announced scholarship money from the book sale of $26,000. $13,000 went to national. Our Apple-
ton Research and Project grant is now complete. $500 was donated from Marilee Kuhn’s sister.  
                                                                                                               
Public Policy chair Jacqui Klimaszewski explained an improved post card writing process.  
 
Ellie Olson reported a successful Equal Pay Day activity at FVTC. Some students are interested in more activities 
that we could possibly provide support. Smart Start training will be provided for a Lawrence staff member. 
 
Book Sale chair Mary Grace reported the next book sale will be the last two weekends in October on Thurs. – 
Sun. We will try to free books idea on the last day.                                   
 
Tech Savvy chair Stephanie Malaney reported a successful event in 2018. The next event is March 9, 2019.                                                        
 
Judy Goodnight reminded members of afternoon book group to send in ideas for next year and RSVP for next 
week. She also asked for travel group surveys. 
 
The next meeting is May 17th.                                                                                                         

Joan D. Schneider                                                                                                                                    

Recording Secretary 



AAUW values and seeks a diverse member-
ship. There shall be no barriers to full partici-
pation in this organization on the basis of 
gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation, 
national origin, disability, or class.  

AAUW empowers all women and 
girls to reach their highest potential.  

The Apple Branch is a 

publication of the Appleton, 

Wisconsin Branch of the 
American Association of 

University Women. 
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judy@gwd.org 
920-729-9553 
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Margie Young 

wisquilter1@gmail.com 
 

 

Newsletter Editor:  

Carol Ebel 

cebel@ezwebtech.com 

920-660-2539 


