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President’s Letter 
I’m continually amazed at all the things that are happening with our AAUW Appleton branch. I 
use a color coding system on my Outlook calendar with AAUW activities appearing with a love-
ly goldenrod background. Every month it seems that goldenrod is the predominant color. 
What that means is that our branch is offering so many opportunities for you.  
 
We certainly hope that you are taking advantage of attending our monthly programs and busi-
ness meetings. Our program VPs have put together some wonderful speakers on topics that 
are not only timely but focus directly on issues related to our AAUW mission and public policy 
priorities. I’m looking forward in February to learning much more about college student debt 
and how women are affected. In March, I enjoy meeting our middle school essay contest win-
ners and hearing their essays. Every year I’ve learned something new about an influential 
woman in the STEM field.  
 
On the advocacy front, our members are on fire! I’m so proud that we are collaborating with 
the ACLU, League of Women Voters of Appleton and Winnebago County, and Celebrate Diver-
sity Fox Cities to bring Molly McGrath to the Menasha Public Library on February 1st. The 
ACLU’s Voting Rights Project and People Power Organizer will be talking about the impact of 
Wisconsin’s voter ID law. Our monthly postcard writing campaigns make it quick and easy for 
you to be in touch with your legislators. Plans are underway as well for our annual Equal Pay 
Day project. 
 
We’re just one month away from one of our signature projects – Tech Savvy. Stephanie and 
Jacqui and others have been putting in countless hours of preparation to once again give mid-
dle school girls the chance to not only enjoy hands-on STEM activities, but also to learn what 
they need to do now to prepare for a potential STEM career. Parents and guardians also par-
ticipate learning how to support their daughters’ interest in STEM and navigating through the 
college financial process. When called upon, please set aside the time to volunteer and make 
this event a tremendous success. 
 
Lastly, we have so many ways to meet and get to know other branch members in small group 
activities. Other than the evening book group which is on winter break, all the other interest 
groups are actively meeting. You are welcome to try any of them out to see if they fit for you. 
Just contact the group chair if you have any questions. And thanks to Joan, we’ve also had 
some new, fun, stress-free activities this year like BYOL (bring your own lunch) and Zentangle 
(google it!).  
 
With so much to offer, I’m extending an invitation to our newest members and those mem-
bers we haven’t seen for a while to find some time, brave the winter weather, and come try 
something new with AAUW. And if there’s something you’re interested in that we’re not do-
ing, let me know because there’s always room for more interest groups. 
 
Have a Fabulous February! 
Judy Goodnight, President 



Deeper in Debt 
Women and Student Loans 

 
Saturday, Feb. 17 

Menasha Public Library 
9:15 gathering 

HOLD THE DATE 
 

Thursday, March 15.  Annual Middle School Essay Contest Recognition 

Appleton Public Library.  6:15 Gather 
 

February Meeting 







Member Outreach 
Member Outreach is a way for our AAUW community to stay 
connected and reach out to members during significicant times in 
their lives. 
 
Laurie Leonard, AAUW member creates beautiful cards for occasions such as: 
 
 Thinking of you 
 Congratulations 
 Get Well 
 Illness 
 Sympathy 
 Appreciation/Gratitude 

If you know a member who 
we should reach out to in this 
way, please contact JaneAnne 
McCabe jamforev-
er02@yahoo.com 

EQUAL PAY DAY, 2018              TUESDAY, APRIL 10 
 
This is the day that symbolizes the length of time it takes for women's earning to catch up to the amount 
men earned in the previous year. It is also a powerful occasion to raise awareness about and organize 
action around the gender pay gap.  
 
Save the date to be involved in our branch activities. Watch for further information in the March news-
letter.  
 
Connie Polley and Ellie Olson  

AAUW Art Contest 
 
Branch artists have the chance to submit artwork to the annual AAUW art contest until February 4th. 
All members can vote for their favorite artwork at https://www.aauw.org/contests/ between Febru-
ary 6th and March 4th. 

https://www.aauw.org/contests/


Communications Update 

 
For any communications issues such as not receiving the newsletter, name changes, email address changes, 

home address changes, phone number changes, contact Communications Chair, Cheryl Reissmann @ Cheryl-

RonR@gmail.com or (920) 574-3301  

 

Appleton Branch Online: Facebook: Find our branch on Facebook by looking for AAUW-Appleton. Like our page 

to get its posts in your newsfeed. Like & share posts to spread the word about our branch happenings.  
 

Our branch website can be found at http://appleton-wi.aauw.net/. 

NCCWSL Update 
Congratulations to Tali Berkowitz, a sophomore at Lawrence University, for being our first recipient of the 

AAUW Appleton scholarship to attend the National Conference for College Women Student Leaders this 

summer. Tali is from Deerfield, Illinois. She is majoring in English & Government with a minor in Music. She is 

a staff writer on The Lawrentian student newspaper and a writing tutor at the Center for Academic Success. 

She’s looking forward to attending and then sharing her experience with us in September. 



Reading lists for AAUW Book Groups 
The reading lists for the Evening Literature, Afternoon Literature, Summer Mystery Group and Summer Reading Highlights 
can be found on our branch website. Go to http://appleton-wi.aauw.net , bring your cursor over What We Do and click on 
Interest Groups or just use this link: http://appleton-wi.aauw.net/what-we-do/groups/. The Evening and Afternoon groups 
have a clickable link to a pdf file that can be printed. The Summer Mystery information is listed in the description of the 
group. 

Evening Book Group 

Evening Book group will not be meeting January, February or March. Join us in 
April when we will be discussing The Radium Girls by Kate Moore 

AAUW – Appleton  
Financial Assistance Policy 

 

In any given year, an active AAUW-Appleton member may be in need of financial assistance to pay 
annual AAUW Membership Dues. 
 
To meet this need, the Membership Committee will budget $150.00 as a line item in the Committee’s 
annual budget.  If the line item amount is not spent, the remaining amount shall carry over to the next 
year’s Membership Committee budget.  The line item, however, will not exceed $500.00. 
 
An announcement placed in the April newsletter will state the availability of funds to assist any active 
member who may be in need of help paying her annual Membership Dues.  Assistance will be only 
for that portion of the Membership Dues that goes to National AAUW.  The recipient is responsible 
for the State and Local portion of the Membership dues. 
 
A member who seeks assistance shall send a note by email or mail to the Assistant VP of Member-
ship no later than May 15 with her name and a short explanation of the circumstances of need.

 
 If 

any branch member is aware of a member who may need assistance, she can submit a name in the 
same manner.   
 
A three (3) member subcommittee of the Membership Committee will review any requests received.  
The subcommittee will consist of the Assistant VP of Membership plus two (2) other experienced 
Membership Committee members.  The decision of the subcommittee is final.   
 
All requests, submittals, and grants awarded are confidential.  The Assistant VP of Membership will 

inform the branch Finance VP of any individual who receives the reduced dues.   

Afternoon Book Groups 
 
Thursday group will meet on February 15th. Kathy Kuck is the host—4318 N Marshall Heights Ave., Appleton.  
731-2548 (H) or 850-2792  
Wednesday group will meet on February 21st. Paulette Stoltzmann is the host—109 Villa Dr., Neenah 428-4844 
 
The book is Prague Winter by Madeline Albright. Please call the host if you are planning on attending. 

http://appleton-wi.aauw.net
http://appleton-wi.aauw.net/what-we-do/groups/


Zentangle? 
Are you interested in some Zen, creativity, artistry and more Zen? Zentangle is a relaxing 
art form which does not require previous experience or even artistic talent! Whether ex-
perienced or not in the art of Zentangle, if you would like to explore the possibilities, join 
me on February 22. Due to limited space, email me soon to save a space at the table. 
 
What?             Zentangle                                                                                         
When?             February 22, 2018                                                                                 
Time?               1:00 pm                                                                                           
Place?               4723 Periwinkle Court                                                                 
Why?                Relax, have fun                                                                               
Cost?                $0                                                                                            
Bring?               #2 pencil, extra fine black pen/marker, good eraser.      
  Perhaps also color markers and pencils, projects to share, books Joan                                                        
joandschneider@gmail.com 
 

Substitute needed!! If you would be willing to substitute for me as Recording 
Secretary for our Branch and/or Board meeting in March, please email me to vol-
unteer.                                                         
 
Thanks, Joan                                                       joandschneider@gmail.com        

mailto:joandschneider@gmail.com


Convention 2018 update!    
Potawatomi Hotel & Casino 
April 20

th
-21

st
, 2018 

 
Hello everyone!  Please watch for your upcoming Badger Brief, where you will find the Convention 
Agenda, Hotel Information and the Registration Form.  For the first time ever, you will have the option 
to use your credit card to pay for your registration fees, but we will still be accepting checks as 
well.  Remember to register EARLY to obtain the best pricing.  And I encourage you to call the hotel 
for your room reservation!  We do have a large number of rooms blocked but they will go fast!  Re-
member, the convention rate of $119 is guaranteed for 3 nights before and 3 nights after our 
event.  So, bring your significant other along or a treasured friend, and come and enjoy the fabulous 
City of Milwaukee! 
 
See below for the line-up of speakers for the AAUW 2018 Convention! 
Friday night:  Ann Garvin, Ann Garvin, Ph.D. is the USA Today Bestselling author of I Like You Just 
Fine When You're Not Around, The Dog Year, and On Maggie's Watch. Her essays have been pub-
lished widely and has performed several times in Listen To Your Mother & The Moth. She is a profes-
sor of Health Promotion at the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater and of Creative Writing at Miami 
University in their low-residency Masters of Fine Arts program. She is the founder of the Tall Poppy 
Writers and The Fifth Semester where she is committed to helping women writers find their voice 
through story. Her initiatives have raised over 100,000 for educating orphaned girls in Sierra Leone 
and created Bloom, A Facebook group specifically to talk about women’s stories and raise money for 
Room To Read a non-profit devoted to literacy and education in the third world.  
 
Saturday Key Notes: 

• Katherine Gehl, former CEO of Gehl Foods.   Katherine has been working on gerrymandering is
 sues and her work related to that. 

• Susan Landino, former Legal Advocacy Fund (LAF) recipient; Title IX discussion.  

• We are also planning for a small amount of time for a National AAUW rep, to talk about National 
 initiatives that we can take back into our branches. 

• To be determined – current Legal Advocacy Fund (LAF) speaker. 
 
Saturday Breakout Sessions 

• Women Veterans Across the Years –Mitzi Dearborn (District 2 coordinator and West Surburban) 

• Milwaukee Muslim Women’s Coalition – Janaan Najeeb.  

• STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, Mathematics)- Linda Keane, Architect and for-
mer AAUW scholarship winner 

 



Advocacy for Water Issues – Sample Script Shared 1/18/18 
(included in newsletter for those who weren’t at the meeting and would like to take action.) 

Advocacy at the State Level: 

All of America knows of the tragedy of lead pipes poisoning Flint’s water, but lead pipes exist in 
Wisconsin, too. Everyone also knows lead is extremely detrimental to young children’s 
cognitive development.  

In the Wisconsin legislature, AB 298, Getting Lead Out of Daycare Centers, was introduced on 
May 4, 2017. Young children in childcare centers can be exposed to lead-infested water without 
their parents’ knowledge. This bill would require childcare centers and providers to provide 
proof the drinking water in their building is lead-free when applying for certification. Every child 
deserves to have safe drinking water. 

AB 298 was introduced and referred to the Assembly Committee on Energy and Utilities.  It is 
available to be scheduled for a public hearing. It has not been scheduled for a vote.  Please ask 
your legislators to support AB 298. 

Advocacy at the National Level: 

Since 2010, a federal program known as the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative has funded a 
variety of projects to help water quality, wildlife habitat and a range of other issues. The Trump 
administration wants to eliminate funding for the GLRI, move that could reverse years of 
progress for the region’s 13 national parks. 
 
Our national parks in the Great Lakes region have tremendous value for local tourism economy. 
More than 6 million people visit each year. But the Great Lakes and the 13 national park sites in 
the watershed also face an array of threats, such as:  battling invasive species, falling water 
levels, eroding shorelines, and contaminated tributaries. It is obvious shrinking budgets mean 
fewer resources to combat these threats. Since 2010, the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative has 
provided supplemental federal funding to help to protect and restore the Great Lakes and 
improve water quality for the more than 30 million Americans who depend on the lakes for 
their drinking water. 

The GLRI has provided about $300 million each year to projects in cities, rivers and harbors 
around the lakes. It allows the National Park Service to respond to critical ecosystem needs in 
eight of our Great Lakes parks. And thanks to these funds, we are seeing great results. 

We cannot afford to shortchange this world-famous watershed and risk reversing years of 
success. The Great Lakes are a precious resource that needs to be preserved for future 
generations. 



AAUW Appleton Branch Meeting 
 

January 18, 2018   NAMI Building 
 

President Judy Goodnight called the meeting to order at 7:20 pm. The minutes of the December meeting having 
been published in the January newsletter will stand as published. A thank you from the Appleton Public Library 
for donated books for the Reach out to Read program was shared with us. The Sierra Club meeting is Feb. 8 at the 
Girl Scout facility. The topic of conversation is Assessing Ground Water with Dr. Muldoon. A reminder from Ju-
dy: national dues are going up $10 this year. Our dues will be $87. There is a relatively new policy for members 
experiencing a temporary, tightened financial situation. If the need should arise, our branch can help with assis-
tance regarding dues. The Lawrence student nominated by our branch for the NCCWSL Scholarship is Talli 
Berkowitz.                                                                          
 
Stephanie Malaney, as State President of AAUW of Wisconsin, announced the Public Policy Day scheduled 
for Feb. 24 at Bridgewood from 10:00 – 2:00. We will learn about Title IX. A Quickfacts sheet from national re-
garding Title IX was shared with members. AAUW of WI wants us to move forward with advocacy.   
                                                                           
Program Vice President Helene Iverson thanked Carol Lamp for moderating the evening’s panel discussion. On 
Feb. 7 we will meet at Menasha Public Library to talk about the debt women graduates face. Jeanne Seitz will fa-
cilitate the program using an AAUW program in a box. March15 is the essay contest.  
                                                                                         
Finance Vice President Kathleen Gagnow presented her report which will be filed with the minutes. 
                                                                                                                                       
Book Sale Committee member Chris Taylor asked for opinions from the branch regarding the possibility of 
welcoming the community to take books free from the book sale the Sun. of the second weekend of the sale. 
Viewpoints both pro and con were expressed.                             
 
Reporting for Mary Grace (Scholarship Chair), Judy Goodnight said scholarship forms are available.                                                                                        
 
Speaking for Tech Savvy, Jacqui Klimaszewski explained the need for members to deliver materials to schools 
for Tech Savvy and also the essay contest. Members can take materials after the meeting. The keynote speaker for 
Tech Savvy is a construction engineer for Miron Construction.  More volunteers are needed.  
 
Stephanie Malaney said more is needed for the girls regarding empowerment and finding their voice. A speaker 
is also need for the parents.        
 
Public Policy Chair Jacqui Klimaszewski announced a Voting Rights speaker on Feb. 1. The sponsors include 
AAUW, LWV, ACLU, and Celebrate Diversity Fox Cities.                          
 
State President Stephanie Malaney reminded us that state convention is in Milwaukee on April 20, 21.  
                                                                                                                                         
Judy Goodnight said the Travel Group saw Dunkirk. On Feb. 12 the movie Victoria and Abdul will be at the 
Neenah Public Library.                                                                                          
 
Joan Schneider is offering another Zentangle workshop at her house on Feb. 22. Email to reserve a spot.                                                                   
 
Our next meeting is Feb. 17. 
 

Joan D. Schneider                                      joandschneider@gmail.com  

mailto:joandschneider@gmail.com


AAUW values and seeks a diverse member-
ship. There shall be no barriers to full partici-
pation in this organization on the basis of 
gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation, 
national origin, disability, or class.  

AAUW empowers all women and 
girls to reach their highest potential.  

The Apple Branch is a 

publication of the Appleton, 

Wisconsin Branch of the 
American Association of 

University Women. 

 

Branch President:  

Judy Goodnight 

judy@gwd.org 
920-729-9553 

 

Membership VP:  

Margie Young 

wisquilter1@gmail.com 
 

 

Newsletter Editor:  

Carol Ebel 

cebel@ezwebtech.com 

920-660-2539 


