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Feb. 13 Movie 

Feb. 15 Afternoon 

Literature 

Feb. 16 Afternoon 

Literature 

Feb. 20 Branch 

Meeting 

April 21-

22 

State  

Convetion 

June 7-9 Decorah, IA 

Trip 

Happy February! While many of our members are off to warmer climes, there’s still lots to do 
for those of us who are here toughing out winter. We have what I’m sure will be an informa-
tive, interesting, and timely topic of Sexual Harassment Issues in the Fox Valley for our Febru-
ary program. Most of our interest groups will be meeting as usual. Members are needed to 
help with Tech Savvy and the March Essay Contest. Remember, many hands make light work! 
And, the Public Policy group has opportunities for you as well. 
 
In January, I promised more things you can do as a private citizen and an AAUW member to 
advocate for the issues you care about. This month I’d like to begin focusing on ways to com-
municate with elected officials. If you spend any time on social media, you can easily become 
inundated with articles which suggest that you sign this petition or that petition which will 
then be sent to your elected representative. Conversely, you may be asked to send an email. 
These emails are usually a form letter that ask you to customize, but who really takes the time 
to do that? Emails and petitions, however, are the least likely to get anything more than a 
canned response. 
 

One effective method to get a politician to pay attention to an issue you care about is 
to write a letter. The following information is taken from a TED talk by Omar Ahmad, 
a former councilperson and former mayor of San Carlos, CA. You can watch his short 
talk at the following web address: https://www.ted.com/talks/
omar_ahmad_political_change_with_pen_and_paper 

 
Four steps to writing a letter that works: 

Use pan and paper and handwrite your letter. 
Write to your elected official once a month. 
Use a four-paragraph format: 

Express appreciation for the job they have been elected to. 
Express what’s on your mind – attack their tactics, not the person. 
Offer them an escape route suggesting that they have been misinformed on 

the issue. 
Provide them with clear, verifiable information. 

Sign more than your name. Include a title and organization that you belong to (such as 
Member, AAUW Appleton) to show that you have influence amongst a larger sphere 
of people. 

 
If the representative is a state or federal elected official, Ahmad suggests making a copy of 
your letter. Mail the original to their local district office and mail the copy to their main office 
in either Madison or Washington, DC. 
 
More next month on effective phone calling! 
 
Judy Goodnight, President 
judy@gwd.org  
 

https://www.ted.com/talks/omar_ahmad_political_change_with_pen_and_paper
https://www.ted.com/talks/omar_ahmad_political_change_with_pen_and_paper
mailto:judy@gwd.org




Appleton Branch Membership News 

We are very excited to announce our membership has reached 161 fantastic mem-
bers.  It is a great pleasure to introduce our newest members.  We are very happy 
they have decided to join AAUW.  Please be sure to give them a warm AAUW wel-
come.   

Judith Klapperich is a 1961graduate of the Milwaukee County School of nursing.  
She is retired from Outagamie County and Brewster Village.  She hopes to get in-
volved with the book sale and the travel group.   

Jan York received her BA in 1976 from Carrol College in Waukesha.  She was in 
purchasing at Becker Electric.  Jan enjoys reading, travel, and yardwork.  She 
hopes to get involved with our travel group, the summer mystery group, and the 
book sale.   

Trisha Witt received her BA in 1992 from UW-Oshkosh.  She is the Director of Mar-
keting and Communications at the Fox Cities PAC.  Trisha enjoys running and 
reading.  She hopes to get involved with STEM, Public Policy, and the Scholarship 
Committee.  

 

LOOKING FOR MENTORS 

If you would be willing to serve as a mentor to one or more of our new members 
please let me know.  A mentor serves as a first friend to make sure the first year of 
membership goes well and answers any questions a new member might have.   



Communications Update: 
 

 For any communications issues such as not receiving the newsletter, name changes, email address changes, home ad-
dress changes, phone number changes, contact Communications Chair, Cheryl Reissmann @ CherylRonR@gmail.com 
or (920) 574-3301 
 

Appleton Branch Online: 
 

Facebook: Find our branch on Facebook by looking for AAUW-Appleton. Like our page to get its 

posts in your newsfeed. Like & share posts to spread the word about our branch happenings. 
 

Our branch website can be found at http://appleton-wi.aauw.net/. Much of the website has been updated 

and more updates are on their way. 
 
Please add the following new member to your Directory and welcome her to our branch. 
 
Witt, Trisha 

2159 Plank Rd   Menasha  54952 

809-4950(c)   trishawitt06@gmail.com 

BS – UW-Oshkosh, 1992 

Director of Marketing & Communications, Fox Cities PAC 

KEEP THOSE NAMES COMING 

Please inform Jackie Booher or Margie Young if you know of any other prospective mem-
bers. Thanks to those who have been sending us names. 

 

Our contact information is: 

Jackie Booher – VP Membership    Margie Young – Asst. VP Membership 
W4897 Golf Course Rd.     1661 Copperstone PL. 
Sherwood, WI  54915      Neenah, WI 54956 
jlbooher@athenet.net      wisquilter1@gmail.com 
(920) 738-0153       (920) 729-6456 
 
Please include the following: 
 
Name of Prospective Member: 
 
Phone number: 
 
Email: 
 
Home address: 
 
Your name:   

mailto:CherylRonR@gmail.com
http://appleton-wi.aauw.net/
mailto:trishawitt06@gmail.com
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Evening Book Group 

The evening book group does not meet during the months of January, February or March. 
See you in April. 

Afternoon Book Group: 
 
Our book for February is The Charm School by Nelson DeMille.  
 
Wednesday readers, RSVP yes or no to the Wednesday February hostess, Karen Gosse by calling 
739-8425 or emailing dickkarengosse@hotmail.com.  Karen’s address is 1334 W. Cloverdale Dr., 
Appleton.  
 
Thursday readers, RSVP yes or no to the Thursday February hostess, Diane Harper by calling  
277-2895 or emailing dianebharper@yahoo.com. Diane’s address is 3908 N. Millwood Dr.,  
Appleton. 
 
RSVPs to the hostess should be made at least one week prior to the book group meeting date. 

mailto:dickkarengosse@hotmail.com
mailto:dianebharper@yahoo.com


Proposed Itinerary for AAUW Travel Group Trip to Decorah Iowa 

JUNE 7-9, 2017 
 
 
Day 1:  Depart Appleton by 9:30ish. Arrive at the Laura Ingalls Wilder Museum in Burr Oak Iowa for a tour of the ho-
tel/ home for the Ingalls family one winter  ($8) Kathleen Ernst’s book, Death on the Prairie mentions this site. 
Continue driving 15 miles to Decorah, staying at the Hotel Winneshiek or the Country Inn and Suites. 
Dinner at Mabe’s Pizza or other restaurants 
 
Day 2: Tour Vesterheim (Western Home) Museum in the morning.  ($8 Senior, $10- Adult)  The tour will take at least 2 
hours, and there is a nice gift shop. Reading Heritage of Darkness by Kathleen Ernst is highly recommended prior to 
this! 
 
Afternoon tour of the Porter House Museum ($5 Senior, $7 Adults) That tour will be under 2 hours probably 
 
free time for shopping, optional drive to see the Luther College campus and some of the beautiful parks of Decorah. If 
anyone wants, there are numerous walking trails. 
 
Evening meal at either a Mexican restaurant or at a more upscale Rubaiyat Restaurant ( entrees are $20-$25 range but 
there are more reasonable sandwiches and pizza options, starters, etc.) 
 
Day 3:  We can drive to where the murder in Heritage of Darkness “occurred,” and we also can stop at Seed Savers, a 
leading source of heirloom seeds, known throughout the world for its efforts to preserve historic seeds.  
 
The drive is just under 5 hours usually, including a brief lunch stop. 
 

Welcome to AAUW-Appleton’s ROAD TRIP to DECORAH IOWA 
JUNE 7,8, and 9, 2017 

 
There are two hotel options for you to consider for the 2 nights we will be in Decorah. You need to reserve your own room within 
the block of rooms I have set aside. Please check out the two hotels online, and be sure to reserve your room prior to the release 
date. Also, please make note of the cancellation policy! 
 
HOTEL WINNESHIEK:  www.HotelWinn.com   (800) 998-4164 
 
This historic hotel is centrally located to most of our destinations. It has an elevator, and the rooms we have reserved all have 2 
queen beds.  
Cost: $149 plus 12% tax per night  
MENTION GROUP CODE: BINS01  
Release date is April 21, 2017 
 
 
COUNTRY INN AND SUITES:  https://www.countryinns.com/decorah-hotel-ia-52101/iadecora        (800) 456-4000   or  (563) 
382-9646 
 
This is on the edge of town, so it is a 5 minute drive to most of our destinations. Our block of rooms at this hotel includes 1 handi-
cap king room, all others have 2 queen beds. There is NO ELEVATOR, so you may want to request a ground-floor room if stairs 
are difficult. There is a swimming pool. 
Cost: $145 plus 12% tax per night, includes breakfast 
MENTION GROUP CODE:  Appleton AAUW  and the date June 7, 2017 
Release date is May 7, 2017 
 
There are several lovely B&Bs in town, and a Quality Inn and Suites. Feel free to select one of those if you wish, just let me know 
where you’ll be. 
 

http://www.HotelWinn.com
https://www.countryinns.com/decorah-hotel-ia-52101/iadecora
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Branch President:  

Judy Goodnight 
judy@gwd.org 
920-729-9553     
 

Membership VP:  

Jackie Booher 

jbooher@athenet.net 
920-738-0153 

 

Newsletter Editor:  

Carol Ebel 

cebel@ezwebtech.com 

715-758-7638 
920-660-2539 

AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership. There 
shall be no barriers to full participation in this organiza-
tion on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual ori-
entation, national origin, disability, or class.  

AAUW empowers all women and 
girls to reach their highest potential.  

                                                                  MEMBER OUTREACH 

 

Do you know a member who is need of a Thinking of You card? Just send me an 
email or call, it is that simple!       

 
 Jane Anne McCabe 

  jamforever02@yahoo.com 
  382-0031 (C) 

AAUW Appleton Branch Net Assets     12/31/16 

NORTH SHORE BANK, GENERAL CHECKING #1472    

 Convention Fund  $  6,631.91    

 General Fund    36,394.37    

     $   43,026.28   

NORTH SHORE BANK, SCHOLARSHIP MONEY MARKET #1907         8,281.49  

NORTH SHORE BANK, BEACON FUND SAVINGS #5800            187.86  

        

Total Assets        51,495.63   

Less Nat'l & WI dues payable             253.60   
      

NET ASSETS    $      51,749.23 
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