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Before I move on to our issues in the valley, I usually take advantage of this forum to share national 
and state AAUW issues. Instead, let’s just focus on the valley. This is an enormously exciting time to 

be part of Appleton AAUW. There are so many interesting ways to become involved.  
 
Our February 10th branch meeting is one I have been looking forward to all year. I really want us to 
have the information we need to make informed decisions about libraries. How do we support the im-
portant work of our libraries? Realizing that not everyone uses the Appleton Public Library, I want to 
encourage you to attend no matter what library you use. I have books in my home from any number 
of libraries because of interlibrary loans. I’ve toured many libraries in the area and found every one to 
be interesting and informative. I look forward to seeing you.  
 
At our March 16th meeting you have the opportunity to hear wonderful essays written for our Wom-
en’s History Month Essay contest. As much as I have read history and specifically Women’s History, I 
always learn something from the essays of these young people. I appreciate the different perspectives 
and enjoy watching the proud parents and school staff members. 
 
I have been anxious for us to have a program about the egregious situation of Human Trafficking. 
Since it is a problem in our community, we need to understand it better and be more aware. I encour-
age you to attend both the League of Women Voters program and our program on April 16 about the 
issue. Is there some action we can implement? 
 
Appleton AAUW is going where no one in Wisconsin has gone before!! “What?” you say?! We (along 
with Oshkosh AAUW) are planning a giant leap for womankind with the first Tech Savvy program in 
Wisconsin on April 18. Did you volunteer to take a step with us? Jacqui and Stephanie have put 
hours of work into launching this event. We need to boost them. I suspect it will be a totally out of 
this world blast! Lift off! 
 
And, yes, there is more! State convention is April 24, 25 in Elkhart Lake at the Osthoff Inn. I am re-
ally enthused about the number of members participating from Appleton. Attend and you will become 

enlightened, edified, and energized! You may also enjoy yourself! Don’t forget to meet and greet at the 
hospitality room hosted by Appleton Branch on Friday afternoon and evening (3:00 – 7:30). Registra-
tion information will be published soon. 
 

Joan D. Schneider, Appleton Branch President  joandschneider@gmail.com 
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COME ONE, COME ALL! 
“It is not the strongest of the species that survives, nor the most intelligent, but the one most 
responsive to change” – Charles Darwin 
 
Keeping that thought in mind -   
   Why do we need a library?  Do we need libraries now?   Will libraries be needed in the future?   Is tech-
nology a threat to libraries?  What do libraries in the 21st century look like?  What is the role of the li-
brary in a community? 
 
These questions as well as many more will be discussed at our February meeting by Colleen Rortvedt, 
Director of the Appleton Public Library as she speaks to us about  21st Century Libraries. 

 
Tuesday, February 10, 2015 at the Appleton Public Library.  Greeters will direct you at the door.   
Gather at 6:45 p.m.; program at 7:00 p.m.; meeting at 8:00 p.m. 
 
See you at the library! 

Looking Ahead 
 
Monday, March 16, 2015:  6th Annual Women’s History Month Middle School Essay Contest 
Recognition at the Appleton Public Library.  Gather at 6:45 p.m.; award ceremony and 

speaker, Beth DeStasio, Professor of Biology, Lawrence University at 7:00 p.m.; branch 
meeting at 8:00 p.m. 

 
How are you doing with the quiz questions in the January newsletter?  Remember – there’s a 
prize involved here!!  We’re striving for a great turn-out of our members for this event!! 

 

Thursday, April 16, 2015:  Human Trafficking will be our program topic with Lt. Steve El-

liot, Appleton Police Department, Caroline Lasecki, Sexual Assault Crisis Center, and Connie 

Campbell, 5 Stones-Appleton in a panel discussion moderated by Helene Iverson.  Gather at 

6:45 p.m.; program at 7:00 p.m.  branch meeting at 8:00 at the Appleton Police Depart-

ment meeting room. 



Dear AAUW Wisconsin Branch Members, 
After applying for and winning a $6,000 2015 Tech Savvy (WI) grant, the AAUW-Appleton and Osh-
kosh Branches will be one of 8 new conference sites, of 16 total, and the 1st for Wisconsin.   
Tech Savvy (WI) will offer a one-day STEM conference to be held at the UW-Oshkosh, Halsey Sci-
ence Center, on Saturday, April 18, 2015, and open to girls in grades 6th-9th and their parents/
guardians. The Tech Savvy program was started in 2006 by Tamara Brown of the Buffalo (NY) 
AAUW Branch to give girls and their parents an opportunity to experience firsthand how science, 
technology, engineering, and math (STEM) fields can lead to exciting careers.  For more information 
go to http://www.aauw.org/what-we-do/stem-education/tech-savvy/.   
 

The Appleton and Oshkosh branches are now looking for additional support from Wisconsin AAUW 
branches and members.                                                                   
 
Here’s how YOU can get involved: 

 Please forward names or information of  presenters of STEM workshops and 21st century inter-
personal Girl Savvy Skills i.e. leadership, social media 

 Join us and volunteer to assist the day of the event i.e. room/hall monitoring, etc 
 

After winning this $6000 grant from AAUW, our Appleton and Oshkosh branch Executive Boards 
have committed to each adding another $500.  Would you also please consider making an addi-
tional, personal or branch monetary donation?  Attendees pay just $5.00 to attend Tech Savvy 
but in order to provide the one-of-a-kind experience at such a low cost, we must rely on support 
from others.  The Tech Savvy Committee is presently actively soliciting donations from Valley busi-
nesses and other organizations. Every dollar helps make this conference more accessible to local 
girls. 
 

To donate: Write a check made payable to AAUW, Memo line: Tech Savvy (WI) and send to 
AAUW, Attn: Finance Dept., 1111 16th St. NW, Washington, DC 20036 or Go online to https://
ww2.aauw.org/program-gift/?treatment=TECHSAVVY and donate through AAUW. 
 

If you are interested in volunteering or have leads that may possibly be helpful, please contact me 
at apposhtechsavvy@gmail.com. 
 

Thank You for any support you are able to give! 
Stephanie Malaney, Tech Savvy (WI), Marketing Coordinator 
 

 

 

Membership News 
 

Our membership is 134 strong! Thank you for talking about AAUW with your friends, 
colleagues and relatives to highlight our mission of advancing equity for women and 
girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy and research. And congratulations to 
Mary Grace for being our latest “prize winner” in our membership drawing! We will 
have another in a few months, so be sure to let us know of suggestions for prospective 

members!  
 

Becky O’Connor and Chris Scott 

http://www.aauw.org/what-we-do/stem-education/tech-savvy/
http://ww.2aauw.org/program-gift/?treatment=TECHSAVVY
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Afternoon Book Group 

 

It’s Book and a Movie Month again! The book/movie is The Monuments Men by 
Robert Edsel.  

 
Wednesday group: Please RSVP yes or no to hostess Karen Gosse at  
dickkarengosse@hotmail.com or call 739-8425. 

 
Thursday group: Please RSVP yes or no to hostess Liz Lokensgard at  
Jerrold.lokensgard@att,net or call 734-8355. 

Evening Literature does not meet in January, February, or March 

 

Program of interest:  In thinking ahead to our April forum on this topic, the League of Women Voters – 

Appleton has extended an invitation to their forum in February.  This will be very informative and will pre-

pare you to come to our April program with knowledge and questions. 

 

Understanding Human Trafficking in the Fox Valley—the Crime,  

the Victims and the Community 

  
Local experts will share their experience and knowledge about sex trafficking in the Fox Valley and what’s 

being done about it on Wednesday, February 11, 2015, 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. at the D. J. Bordini Center, Apple-

ton.  This educational forum will include information about trafficking activity in the area and services availa-

ble to help victims of sex trafficking.  The forum will conclude with information on the efforts that Outagamie 

County has put forth to tackle this problem at its roots. 

  

Speakers and panelists will include: 

 Lt. Steve Elliott, Appleton Police Department 

 Caroline Lasecki, Sexual Assault Crisis Center 

 Connie Campbell, 5 Stones 

 Lyn Beyer, Reach Counseling 

 Mark Mertens, Outagamie County Health & Human Services Jonathan Cloud, consultant 
  

This educational forum is coordinated by the League of Women Voters of Appleton.  The event is free and 

the public is invited to attend.   

  

The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan organization, encourages informed and active participation in 

government, works to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and influences public policy 

through education and advocacy.  Membership in the League is open to men and women of all ages.  More 

information can be found at www.lwvappleton.org. 
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What could be wrong with this picture? 
Not only Harvard found in violation of Title IX. 
Harvard Law failed to comply with Title IX’s requirements for prompt and equitable response to complaints of 
sexual harassment and abuse.  Please read below. 
 
Title IX,  was part of the United States Education Amendments of 1972. 
Where has the great Harvard been?  Makes you wonder, doesn’t it? 
Makes us AAUW members wonder when Title IX will finally be respected and enforced throughout our country. 
The need for AAUW’s voice and action continues. 

Harvard Law found in violation of Title IX,  
reaches Resolution Agreement with OCR December 31, 2014 
 
Following its investigation, OCR (Office for Civil Rights) determined that the Law School’s current and 
prior sexual harassment policies and procedures failed to comply with Title IX’s requirements for 

prompt and equitable response to complaints of sexual harassment and sexual assault. The Law 
School also did not appropriately respond to two student complaints of sexual assault. In one in-
stance, the Law School took over a year to make its final determination and the complainant was not 
allowed to participate in this extended appeal process, which ultimately resulted in the reversal of the 
initial decision to dismiss the accused student and dismissal of the complainant’s complaint. 
 
During the course of OCR’s investigation, the Law School adopted revised procedures that use the 
“preponderance of the evidence” standard for its sexual harassment investigations and afford appeal 
rights to both parties, in compliance with Title IX. The Law School also complied with the Title IX re-
quirements relating to the designation of a Title IX Coordinator and publication of its non-
discrimination notice. 



Travel Group Plans 2015: 
 
Winter months: Hometown Tourist Lunch & Learn 

February 27th: 

Weis Earth Science Museum at UW-FV and a 3:45 show at the Barlow Planetarium  

Cost for ages 60+: $2 for Museum, $6 for Planetarium 

Cost for under 60: $3, $8 

RSVP to Judy Goodnight by February 20th by sending a check for both museum & planetarium admission 

payable to Judy so tickets can be purchased ahead of time. Also indicate your preference for: (a) late lunch 

before the museum, (b) early dinner after planetarium show, or (c) no meal with this outing.  

March 27th: 

Lunch in downtown Appleton (restaurant TBA) & Tour the History Museum at the Castle  

10+ attending will be $5 per person for a self-guided tour with an intro to the building, amenities,  

and the exhibits. 

If less than 10, $7.50 admission, $5.50 for 65+ 

April: Pinot’s Palette – 2 hour painting class $35 per person 

May: Trip to Cedarburg – Wisconsin Museum of Quilts & Fiber Arts, Cedar Creek Settlement & Winery, lunch 

at Settlers Inn, shopping 

June: Lake Michigan Lighthouses – North Point Lighthouse tour in Milwaukee, then travel north to Port Wash-

ington to visit the PW Lighthouse and Light Station Museum. Includes a stop for lunch. 

July: Madison – Olbrich Gardens 

August: Amana Colonies Trip 

September: Costumes from Downton Abbey exhibit at the Paine Art Center & Gardens 



AAUW-Appleton  

Thursday, January 15, 2015 

 Branch Meeting at the PAC 

The meeting was called to order. 

Secretary’s Minutes: 

The minutes were approved as published in the newsletter. 

President - Joan Schneider: 

 Reach Out: Joan welcomed everyone to the meeting and commended everyone for their efforts to reach out to our new and not 

quite new members to ensure that all feel a part of the branch. Meeting greeters and other outreach efforts have been effective. 

 State Convention/Hospitality Suite: State Convention is coming up on April 24th & 25th at the Osthoff Resort. Sign up to help 

provide something for the Hospitality Suite that our branch will be in charge of on Friday night. The hospitality suite provides an 

opportunity to meet and chat with members from other AAUW branches across the state. 

 Scholarships: Scholarship forms are available for undergraduate juniors or seniors or those applying to or currently in graduate 

programs. Forms available from Joan, Mary Grace, or on the Appleton section of the AAUW-WI website. 

 Publications: Are you receiving your copies of Badger Briefs and Outlook? Badger Briefs has the latest info on what’s happen-

ing with AAUW across Wisconsin while Outlook presents the most up-to-date info on research and advocacy from the national 

AAUW organization. 

 Advocacy: Advocacy for women and girls is a vital part of what AAUW stands for. Email Joan to let her know your thoughts on 

advocacy in our branch. Check the January issue of the Apple Branch newsletter. So far, only one response.  

Program – Liz Lokensgard: 

 Our February meeting will be at the Appleton Public Library where Director Colleen Rortvedt will be speaking on 21st Century 

Libraries. 

 Our March meeting will also be at the Appleton Public Library. It’s our annual celebration for the Influential Women of STEM 

Essay Contest winners. Liz encouraged everyone to put this night on their calendars to have an opportunity to meet the winners 

and hear their essays. 

 Liz noted that there is space available for anyone who hadn’t reserved a dinner spot at Good Company this evening. 

 There is a deficit in the program budget currently due to not adding tax & tip to the per person cost for the December brunch. 

After discussion, a motion was made by Stephanie Malaney and seconded by Cheryl Reissmann that we use money from the 

convention fund (the account which receives the money raised from the auctions/raffle) to cover the brunch deficit. The motion 

was carried. 

Membership – Becky O’Connor: 

 Becky reported that our branch membership is currently at 134 members. Our two newest members are Susan Towner and Mary 

Beth Nienhaus. 

 Periodically, the Membership Committee does a prize drawing from the names of those who have suggested names of prospec-

tive members. This month’s winner was Mary Grace. 

Treasurer’s Report – Chris Calhoun: 

 One addition to the report as published was a $93.00 deposit added to the Scholarship Fund from money received from Atlas 

Mill for book sales there. A motion was made by Jacqui Klimaszewski to approve the treasurer’s report and seconded by Cheryl 

Reissmann. The motion carried. 

Travel Interest Group – Judy Goodnight: 

 January starts our winter Hometown Tourist Lunch & Learn. Friday, January 30th, will be lunch at Zuppa’s in south Neenah, then 

a tour of the Bergstrom-Mahler Museum of Glass. The special exhibit of paperweights is Beauty Beyond Nature. Sign up now; 

more info will be sent to confirm times. 

Tech Savvy – Stephanie Malaney & Jacqui Klimaszewski: 

 The April 18th event for girls in grades 6-9 is being run jointly by the Appleton and Oshkosh branches. We’ve received a $6000 

grant from National towards the funding but need to raise additional funds. As the Oshkosh branch has committed to donating 

$500 to the event funds, it was suggested that the Appleton branch match that amount using money from the Beacon Fund. Liz 

Lokensgard moved that we use $500 from the Beacon Fund to make a matching grant and use December 2015 auction/raffle 

money to replenish the fund; seconded by Linda Mast. Motion carried. Chris Calhoun will double-check to see if a minimum 

balance is necessary for that account. 

 Stephanie noted that this is one of a few new sites for a Tech Savvy event and that it will be the first in our state. Fundraising for 

the event will include from local businesses as well as all AAUW branches in Wisconsin. Individual branch members are encour-

aged to donate as well. 

 To donate, send a check made payable to AAUW with Tech Savvy (WI) on the memo line and send to AAUW, Attn: Finance 

 Dept., 1111 16th St. NW, Washington DC 20036. To donate online, go to  

 http://ww2.aauw.org/program-gift/?treatment=TECHSAVVY 
 Registration for the event will go online mid-February. The STEM committee is looking for members to assist the day of the 

event, to talk up the event, and to help with possible presenter contacts of younger women currently with careers in STEM fields. 

The local Women in Engineering group and the Women of Kimberly-Clark were suggested as contacts for presenters. 

 Jacqui has posters for the Tech Savvy event that need to be distributed. 
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Essay Contest - Jacqui Klimaszewski: 

 Planning is well underway for the essay contest. Jacqui is looking for help from members to deliver packets to Kimberly, 

Kaukauna, Little Chute, private schools in Appleton, Freedom/Seymour, and Greenville-Hortonville-New London. 

 Susan McFadden will work with our committee of readers and the Appleton Public Library to select the winners. Stephanie 

Malaney will work on the March meeting presentation. 

Nominations - Jacqui Klimaszewski: 

 Jacqui is seeking members to fill open spots for Treasurer, Assistant Program VP, Assistant Membership VP, and President 

Elect.  

Meeting adjourned. 


